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1. 10,000 Foot View 
a. The Book of Isaiah is the most prominent Old Testament prophet. He was 

sometimes referred to as the leader of the prophets. One of the primary 
themes and concepts developed throughout the book is the idea of a 
servant who will suffer for others to the point of death, be vindicated after 
death, and reign over God’s Kingdom. It should come as no surprise then 
that Jesus quotes from Isaiah more than he does from any other prophet. 

b. This book, though, has a strategic composition, much like an anthology. 
There are two major sections of the book: 1-39 and 40-66. Chapters 1-39 
were written by Isaiah prior to the exile, but it was not until the exile that 
people recognized his writings as truly prophetic—the exile verified the 
accuracy of his oracles, and thus felt his writings were necessary to 
preserve. Chapters 40-66 are peculiar in that they have a different written 
style than 1-39, and the character Isaiah is entirely absent; instead, a 
mysterious “I” speaks, as does the LORD. While no specific author of 40-
66 is explicitly known, what is known is that before Isaiah was verified by 
history, he had garnered students/followers who sought to learn about the 
LORD from him. These individuals, his disciples, are who composed 
Isaiah’s writings into the book we now call Isaiah. 

c. Chapters 1-39 also have a distinct composition to them, following closely 
the historical settings laid out in the opening verse under the reigns of four 
kings who are all found in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus. This section 
begins under the reign of Uzziah who dies as Isaiah receives his anointing 
from the LORD in chapter 6, and the section ends with the impending 
death of Hezekiah in chapter 39. The section begins and ends with an 
important question: Who? When Isaiah finds himself in the temple and 
sees the LORD, the LORD asks “Who will go?” to which the newly 
cleansed Isaiah emphatically declares he will. Later in the book, when the 
anointed king is described and Hezekiah seemingly fulfills all those 
descriptions, but then falls into sin, the question again arises, “If Hezekiah 
is not the anointed savior-king, then who is?” This question is not 
answered as quickly as the first in the temple, but the second section 
attempts to answer that question. 

2. Intro to Section 1 
a. This first section begins with a depiction of Jerusalem as she currently is 

and a depiction of the New Jerusalem that is to come; the former 
described by her rebellion, idolatry, and injustice, and the latter described 
by her justice and peace for all nations. Before Jerusalem as she is now 
can become this New Jerusalem, she must undergo a purifying fire to be 
cleansed. The section moves into an image of Isaiah thrust into the temple 
of the LORD where his own sin is confronted, and he is forgiven through 
the burning of his tongue. Isaiah then is commissioned as a prophet of the 
LORD and in his first oracle as a prophet foresees the tree of Israel 
chopped down to a bare stump. This chopping happens through Assyria 
and Babylon, although we soon learn that the LORD has anointed this 
judgment on Israel for her sin, and like in Habakkuk, the LORD will also 
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judge Assyria and Babylon for their sin in opposing Israel. Yet during all 
this, Israel will not understand why this judgment is happening; however, 
amidst this grave warning of judgment, there is hope, for in the stump 
remains a seed of Israel that will continue as a holy remnant of the LORD. 

b. The section then transitions to a dialogue between Isaiah and King Ahaz 
who rejects this judgment and is given a sign that this judgment will occur, 
and the sign is a young woman will give birth to a son who will be 
characterized by God’s presence with us. This son would bring great 
peace not only to Israel but also be a banner of peace and light to all the 
nations on behalf of the New Jerusalem over which he will reign, freeing 
the oppressed with justice and righteousness. This son is a new branch 
arising from the stump of David who will be empowered by the LORD’s 
spirit. It is no wonder that Matthew makes these connections to Jesus 
through ascribing to him the title of Immanuel. 

3. Chiasm of chapters 2-5 
a. 1:1-20  Judah thinks she can ignore the LORD’s demands on her 

i. 1:21-24  The LORD will judge Judah 
1. 1 :25-27  The LORD will restore and renew Judah 

ii. 1:28-31  The LORD will judge Judah 
1. 2:1-4  The LORD will restore and renew Judah 

iii. 2:5-4:1  The LORD will judge Judah 
1. 4:2-6  The LORD will restore and renew Judah 

b. 5:1-24  Judah thinks she can ignore the LORD’s demands on her 
i. 5:25-30 – The LORD will judge Judah 

4. Read Isaiah 1 
a. Isaiah 1 is ultimately a summary of all that is to come in the first section 
b. The LORD presents his case against the people 

i. JSB: “In ancient Israelite thinking, heaven and earth serve as 
witnesses to the covenant between God and Israel. They replace 
deities who would serve as witnesses in other ancient Near Eastern 
cultures; hence God calls on them to hear the charges against 
Israel.”1 

c. We see a people full of guilt, continually stuck with infirmities and iniquities 
i. Infirmities are uncleansed and exposed 
ii. Iniquities are flaunted like Sodom and Gomorrah 

d. Their sacrifices are in vain; their worship is false 
i. Their prayers are offered without the connected ethical action 
ii. Rejects the idea that larger amounts of sacrifice made someone 

more spiritual 
e. They are unable to cleanse themselves; LORD promises to cleanse them 
f. Ultimatum 

i. Be willing and listen or refuse and rebel 
ii. Judgment is coming to the faithful city to remove her impurities and 

restore her as the faithful city 

                                            
1
 Berlin, Adele and Marc Zvi Brettler, ed. The Jewish Study Bible: The Tanakh Translation, Jewish 

Publication Society: Oxford University Press, New York, 2014. 
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iii. JSB: “Calls to repentance are rare in Isaiah, especially compared 
with the work of other prophets; they never appear from ch.6 to 
31:6. This suggests that Isaiah’s main mission was to explain to 
Judah what was happening, rather than to urge it to change its 
ways.” 

5. Read Isaiah 2:1-5 and 4:2-6 
a. What similarities do you notice? 

i. There is a centrality of Zion so evident to the other nations that they 
all stream toward it 

ii. The LORD’s teachings come out of Zion into the world to execute 
justice and promote peace 

iii. This is where people go to be cleansed and comforted 
1. How are they cleansed? Through a purifying fire 

a. Spirit of judgment and spirit of burning 
2. From what are they comforted? Heat, storm, and rain 
3. In ch1, the LORD will turn Israel’s scarlet sins white as snow, 

yet here, in Zion, the remnant are those who are cleansed 
6. Read Isaiah 2:6-22 

a. Why do they need to be cleansed? 
i. Idolatry is the sin (later Isaiah will discuss their pride at length) 
ii. Isaiah’s view of idolatry: he makes no attempt to disprove the 

existence of these gods, but instead argues that these gods are 
useless, worthless, nothingness 

iii. JSB: “Criticism of the nation’s sins: magic, amassing extraordinary 
amounts of wealth, pursuing military power, and idolatry. All these 
vices embody inappropriate confidence in humanity’s own powers. 
This confidence is not only mistaken, but offensive to God.” 

7. Read Isaiah 3:1-4:1 
a. The LORD’s soon-to-be-unleashed judgment on Israel is described. Which 

description stands out the most to you or strikes you the most? 
b. Life will be chaotic 

i. Famine and drought 
ii. Leaders will be children—in a bit of irony, the Hebrew sometimes 

reads, the leaders mislead 
iii. They will oppress one another 
iv. They will plead with their own brothers to rule over them yet each 

will decline because they cannot heal the people 
v. Judah rebels against the LORD’s glorious presence 
vi. Yet… in the midst of the chaos there will be a clear distinction 

between the wicked and the righteous 
c. Idolatry exposed 

i. They mourn their dead—they sit bereft on the ground 
ii. They seek independence all the while depending on the holiness of 

their national identity to remove their disgrace 
iii. They flaunt their sin like Sodom and Gomorrah 
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iv. They bow to worthless gods but are lowered even lower in disgrace 
before the Most High God 

8. Read Isaiah 4:2-6 again 
a. But life will not be chaos forever or for everyone; a holy remnant will be 

cleansed of their filth and housed in Zion 
b. Judgment is inevitable because of sin, but the purpose of judgment is 

ultimately to scrape away the impurities and for the remnant’s redemption 
c. This promise of redemption comes in the form of a beautiful and good 

branch, whose fruit will be the pride and glory of the remnant in Zion 
9. Read Isaiah 5:1-6 

a. This vineyard is introduced in a positive way, a love song, but it quickly 
unfolds into not quite the pretty picture it was introduced to be 

i. The love is not mutual between the vine-master and the vineyard 
ii. The master did all he could do but the vineyard grew sour and 

smelly produce 
iii. The vine-master decides to tear it down, burn it, tear down its walls, 

lays it utterly wasted, and refused to continue its nourishment and 
cultivation 

b. This is so random! What does this mean? Read Isaiah 5:7 
i. Isaiah’s beloved it the LORD 
ii. The LORD’s vineyard is the people of Israel, among which is 

Judah, the crop of the LORD’s delight 
iii. Despite receiving everything they needed to grow into the choice 

vines that he planted, they have failed to produce anything 
iv. Wordplay—from the watchtower he built, he… 

1. Waited for mishpat (justice) but found mishpah (bloodshed) 
2. Waited for tsedaqa (righteousness) but found tseaqa 

(distress/outcry) 
10. Read Isaiah 5:8-25 

a. Six hoy! (woe) poems—some translations say “ah” 
i. Those who grasp materialism 
ii. Alcoholism 
iii. Sin flaunting 
iv. Morality twisting 
v. Arrogance 
vi. Leadership by bribe 

b. Therefore, the LORD is going to burn his vineyard because: 
i. They have rejected the LORD’s instruction 
ii. They have treated that instruction with utter contempt 

c. The outstretched hand 
i. We will see this “character” return to the story of Isaiah a lot. What 

the outstretched hand almost exclusively refers to in Isaiah, is the 
wrath of the LORD—make this your assumption unless the text 
explicitly says otherwise: outstretched hand = the LORD’s wrath 

ii. Here as well as in a few chapters, we see that the wrath of the 
LORD is not done—his hand is still outstretched 
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11. Read Isaiah 5:26-30 
a. A prophetic look into the future when the LORD will lift up far away nations 

to come with fierce hostility and aggression who will seize their prey, 
which is Israel, and there will be no rescue from that attack 

b. After the attack, the land is characterized by darkness and distress 
c. This judgment is due to horrific acts of sin against the LORD 

12. Read 2 Kings 15:1-7 and 2 Chron. 26:1-23 
a. These passages describe the acts of Uzziah, who is also sometimes 

called Azariah 
b. Became king at 16, ruled for 52 years 
c. Generally deemed a good king who kept the company of Zechariah 
d. His great military conquests prompted his great sin: arrogance 
e. His sin left him totally unclean and quarantined the rest of his life while his 

son Jotham ruled and grandson Ahaz watched 
f. Uzziah’s arrogance rubbed off on his people and his poor leadership 

resulted in the crisis among Judah described in ch.2-4 
g. Jotham, did not defile the temple like his father, but was also unable to 

tame the corruptly behaved people 
13. Read Isaiah 6 

a. Uzziah—the first of four kings in the historical context—has now died 
b. Isaiah is thrust up into the temple where he witnessed the utter holiness of 

the LORD 
i. The train of the LORD illustration with the bride in Holland2 

c. Isaiah responds to what he sees, I am utterly ruined! 
i. Isaiah is a man of unclean lips, but he acknowledges it 
ii. Upon his acknowledgment, one of the angels flew to Isaiah with a 

burning coal and touched the source of his sin, and that removed 
Isaiah’s guilt and atoned for his sins—Isaiah is now cleansed 

d. The LORD: Who will go? Isaiah I will! Send me! 
i. JSB: “Many read this passage as a description of Isaiah’s initiation 

into prophecy… Others, pointing out that the ch. does not appear at 
the beginning of the book, suggest that it depicts the beginning of a 
new stage in Isaiah’s career; he receives a new assignment that 
differs from earlier ones. Supporting this notion is that the first five 
ch. call on the Judeans to repent, but from this ch. until the last 
prophecy of Isaiah son of Amoz, the prophet does not call on the 
Israelites to repent.” 

e. Then… the LORD gave Isaiah his task: to be his prophetic mouthpiece to 
the sinful nation 

i. The consequence of Isaiah’s prophecy: 
1. People would become deaf 
2. People would become blind 
3. Otherwise they will understand, turn, and be healed 
4. The LORD is turning off the faucets of access to himself  

                                            
2
 https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/arts-post/post/worlds-longest-wedding-dress-train-is-185-miles-

long/2012/03/26/gIQAMa4EcS_blog.html?utm_term=.180a7bf19eb5 
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5. They will hear his words through Isaiah and see the work of 
the LORD’s hands but not recognize it as from the LORD 

6. Jesus quotes from this passage in Mark 4 and then explains 
to his disciples that the key to growth is not just hearing the 
word, but also accepting it and submitting to it 

f. Isaiah immediately recognizes the severity and asks how long it will last 
g. The LORD responds that it will last until there is utter desolation 
h. Yet… following this desolation, some will return to be burned again, 

reducing the remnant even further 
i. The promise is a tough pill to swallow, but there will be a future remnant 

who will be rooted in holiness 
14. Read Isaiah 7:1-9 

a. Character guide 
i. Ahaz (son of Jotham), king of Judah/southern kingdom 
ii. Rezin king of Aram/Syria (depending on translation) 
iii. Pekah (son of Remaliah), king of Ephraim/northern kingdom 

1. 2 Kings 15:27-31 – evil king 
2. Assassinated the king before him to become king 

iv. Child #1 – Shear Jashub “A remnant will return” 
b. Vs.9 – If you are not faithfully established, then you will not be established 

at all 
i. 1 Sam. 25:28 LORD is faithful to establish…the dynasty of David 
ii. 2 Sam. 7:16 you house and kingdom will endure before me forever, 

and your throne will be established forever 
iii. Ps. 89:29 I will establish his line forever 
iv. Is. 55:3 I will make an everlasting covenant…established to David 
v. The point the LORD is making to Ahaz is that he needs to trust in 

the LORD’s promises, specifically the Davidic covenant, to which 
he himself is an heir. Ahaz’s forfeiture results in the Assyrian 
invasion into Judah 

vi. Read 2 Kings 16:1-16 
vii. How does Ahaz measure up? 

15. Read Isaiah 7:10-17 
a. Child #2 – Immanu-El “God is with us” 

i. Why do you suspect Ahaz did not want to ask for a sign? 
ii. The sign of this child is a double-edged sword: 

1. Judgment for Ahaz and the unfaithful—God will punish 
2. Blessing for the remnant—God will protect 

iii. Vs. 15 places this specific child among the remnant and the peril 
that this sign predicts through Assyria will be something never 
before seen during the times of the two kings of Israel 

16. Read Isaiah 7:18-25 
a. Four “on that day” oracles 
b. Judgment is connected to the vineyard, cf. ch.5 
c. Since Ahaz regarded the LORD’s help as nothing, the LORD will use 

Assyria to eliminate the enemy, but also Judah. 
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17. Read Isaiah 8:1-10 
a. Child #3 – Maher-shalal-hash-baz “Fast to the plunder; swift to the booty” 
b. The name promises total defeat of both Aram and Ephraim 

18. Read Isaiah 8:11-9:1 
a. Instruction/written testimony 

i. Isaiah preached these messages, indicated by the repeated 
instructions to him to write things down 

ii. JSB: “Isaiah’s predictions had not come true in the short run: The 
Assyrians did not invade Judah in Ahaz’s day, and Ahaz’s policy of 
turning to them for protection seems to have worked. Nonetheless, 
the prophet insists that his words would prove valid; he has them 
written down, bound up, and placed with his disciples for safe-
keeping.” 

b. The children’s names are signs and wonders—the children themselves 
are not the sign, just the name 

c. The people need to be in awe of the LORD alone, the holy one of Israel 
d. Ex. 3:20 I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all my signs 
e. These prophecies transcend the circumstances of first utterance 
f. The names do not describe the children but proclaim something about the 

LORD or about something the LORD has decreed 
19. Read Isaiah 9:2-7 

a. Child #4 Pele-Yoez-El-Gibbor-Aviyad-Sar-Shalom “A wonderful planner is 
the mighty God; the everlasting father is a commander of peace” 

b. The name of this child points forward to one who rules with mishpat justice 
and tsedaqa righteousness 

c. JSB: “This long sentence is the throne name of the royal child. Semitic 
names often consist of sentences that describe God; thus the name Isaiah 
in Heb means “The LORD saves”; Hezekiah, “The Lord Strengthens”… 
These names do not describe that person who holds them but the god 
whom the parents worship. Similarly, the name given to the child in this v. 
does not describe that child or attribute divinity to him, but describes God’s 
actions.” 

20. Immanu-Elephant in the Room 
a. Isaiah 7:14 prophetic name 
b. Isaiah 8:8 the reason the nations’ plans are thwarted 
c. Isaiah 8:10 the reason the nations’ plans are thwarted 
d. 1 Kings 8:57 Solomon encourages the people to worship the LORD who 

keeps his promises and is with them 
e. Psalm 46:7 the reason the nations’ plans are thwarted 
f. Psalm 46:11 the reason the nations’ plans are thwarted 
g. Matt. 1:21-23 a baby named Jesus “The LORD saves” fulfills 7:14 
h. These four children in Isaiah were historical children—these four children 

were not Jesus; these four children lived in Isaiah’s day, but their names 
point forward to future promises of the LORD or descriptions of the LORD 

i. The coming of Immanuel meant two things: judgment for sin and the 
redemption for the holy remnant 
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i. Matthew, having written his gospel account after the conclusion of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry, in recognizing that Jesus’ magnum opus on 
the cross represented the ultimate judgment on sin and the ultimate 
redemption for the holy remnant, described Jesus as Immanuel 

21. Read Isaiah 9:8-10:4 – four outstretched hand poems 
a. 8-12 – the LORD strengthens the foes of Israel who will devour them 
b. 13-17 – the LORD was not sought, so he turned them over to bad leaders 
c. 18-21 – nobody is content 
d. 1-4 – who will Israel turn to when their punishment comes? Not the LORD 

22. Read Isaiah 10:5-11 
a. Assyria is the rod of the LORD’s anger; their staff is the LORD’s fury 

i. These words are the same as is used in 9:4 of those who oppress 
the people and walk in darkness 

b. How else is Israel described here?  
i. Godless nation 
ii. People of his wrath 

c. The LORD will wipe them out because of their idolatry 
23. Read Isaiah 10:12-19 

a. Assyria thinks it did all this themselves, and because of their arrogance, 
they too will not undergo judgment by disease, burning, and destruction 

b. All that is left is a forest of only a few stumps 
24. Read Isaiah 10:20-27 

a. A remnant will return! 
i. 4:3, following the prophecy about Israel’s judgment, we are told that 

a holy remnant will remain—all who are destined to live 
ii. What the LORD has determined, will happen 
iii. This prophecy is two-fold: 

1. Blessing to the remnant 
2. Curse is that only a remnant of Israel, sand of the sea, will 

return 
b. The LORD judges in righteousness, cf. ch.5:16 

i. In destroying the vineyard, the LORD showed himself as righteous 
c. The judgment on Assyria and the reminder that a remnant will return is 

continuing the duel-pronged, simultaneous promise of curse and blessing  
d. Midian at the rock of Oreb 

i. Read Judges 7 – Ephraim captured the two leaders of their enemy 
and killed them both on altars built to their own exaltation 

e. Keep these two Egypt references on the backburner—we will return soon 
25. Read Isaiah 10:28-34 

a. The scene is depicted as a forest under destruction 
b. The Assyrian tree is to be cut down, sharing the fate of the tree of Judah 
c. But the prophecy has also made clear that a new growth will sprout 

26. Read Isaiah 11:1-5 – the character of the shoot 
a. Stump of Jesse 
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i. Assyria has fallen but so has the house of David—this use of 
Jesse’s name is used to denote the Davidic line before it was 
spoiled by disobedient kings 

ii. JSB: “Whereas the high trees representing Assyria’s imperial 
haughtiness will be cut down to size, real strength will emerge from 
the lowest part—the stock—of the humble tree representing David’s 
dynasty.” 

b. Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of 
the LORD, which is also his delight 

i. Total impartiality when it comes to judgment and righteousness 
ii. Character traits are what Israel’s leaders lacked: understanding 

(1:3, 6:10), knowledge (1:3, 5:13), and care for the poor (10:20) 
iii. Mishpat (justice) and tsedaqa (righteousness) 
iv. John 5 My judgment is righteous because I seek the will of Father 

c. Isaiah 61:1-2  Luke 4:16-22 – Jesus claims to be the shoot 
d. The rod is again depicted as something used, something wielded (vs.5) 
e. 2 Thess. 2:8  Paul also sees Jesus as this shoot 

27. Isaiah 11:6-9 
a. Which image of peace in God’s kingdom strikes you the most? 
b. Isaiah 65:25 summarizes this section, but the beginning of that paragraph 

(vs. 17) is about the creation of the new heavens and the new earth 
c. This image of God’s kingdom is during the new creation 
d. The kingdom is not only at the holy mountain, but the whole earth—global 

28. Read Isaiah 11:10 
a. Illustration of the Day of the Lord  
b. This verse reminds me of 2:2-4, of their calling to be a light to the nations 
c. Paul quotes this in Rom. 15:7-12, designating Jesus as this root of Jesse 

for the specific purpose of revealing the glory of God to Gentiles 
i. Matt. 22:41-46 
ii. Rev. 22:13, 16 
iii. Jesus is both the root and the shoot 
iv. When all is said and done, his resting place will be kavod (glory) 

29. Read Isaiah 11:11-16 
a. The ingathering of the nations 
b. “A second time” refers to the Exodus out of Egypt 

i. The pilgrimage of the nations in 2:2-4, the rule of the Davidic king in 
8:23-9:6 and 11:1-9, and the repetition of the remnant’s promised 
return is the imagery of the second exodus here in 15-16 

ii. Tim Mackie calls this an eschatological deliverance 
30. Read Isaiah 12:1-6 

a. In the midst of Zion is the holy one of Israel; God will be with us in GLORY 
b. Following Israel’s deliverance out of the Red Sea and the destruction of 

Pharaoh and his army chasing after them, Moses and the Israelites sang a 
song to the LORD.  

c. Read Exodus 15:1-21 
d. How do these two post-deliverance songs of praise compare? 


