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(22) Now, the second major area tha

i

“I"want you to see in verse 14-21.

T e
First-we-loweled.at the nature of God's righteousness. Seeordly, we come to
the necessity of hearing the message. The Gospel of Jesus christ demands a
resvonds. How shall they hear, Paul ask, if they don't have a preacher?

There are ZE%% things that I want you to see in these verses.

(1D} Number one invloves method. Vs 14 and 15. This is one of the greatest

texts on God's method. It really begins with vs 15. You have to work
backward., The method begins with sending. You see, if no one is sent no
one will hear. So, God's method of getting the Gospel to the lost begins

with sending.

Do you know what the problem is in reaching the world? Churches where

Christian gather and where they experience growth and the teaching of God's
Word, and where they eknwmience comfort and the security of our relationship
one with another, we fail to send. We stop m sending. That is where
the wholem program starts... ?@;h"‘ Te  Belevo
?Esp it goes to the matter of preaching. Those who are sent are to
preach. Everybody, by the way, is to vreach. Everybne is to pnroclaim the
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Gospel. Not just ministers. ZIveybody. A maanfa The Mtoe (/“&Af&

Then it goes to hearing. They hear what is vpreached.

E————

Then it goes to believing. And then to calling upon his name. Léki{,

"y

how shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? How shall they

believe in Him whom they have not heard? How shall they hear without a preache:
And who shall ey preach unless they are sent?
That is God's method.

ﬁgy, many jneonle in this day and age beliere that 3od has a new method.
And that new method is T.V. This is God's 20th century method of getting
the Gospel to the whole world.

Now, there are several misconspection in this type of thinking.

Number one, is that the resnonse of people to Radio and T.V. has been
programed by our little friend the computer. And it is the wrost means and

method to reach the world with the Gospel known by the facts we have available.
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The wrost and yet it is the most exnmensive. Mpee money is poured

into radio and T.V. And yet it is the wrost method in terms of results.
Praise God for the few that it reaches. But it is the wrost.

God's method has never chagged..

World Vision Internation conducé&ed a survery throughout the vghé:ww
They were trying to find out what led a person to receive Jesus Christ.
This survy was conducted among thousands of christians throughout the world.
And the results show that well over 90% was a person to person éncounter.
Some one share the GCospel with some one else.

And that is the point.of this nassage. How shall they hear without a
preacher. And how can they preach unless they be sent.

That is still God's method. It is the only way. You see, the whole
principle of Romans 10 is the nrinciple of hearing. And the whole principle
message of these verses are so well explained in YE_17. "Faith comes from

hearing, and hearing by the word of God."

Do you know that right now, no matter what is happening in your 1life,
right now by hearing God's Word you can experience salvation. You can belive
that what you hear is the truth. And God says in Vs 13 that "whoever will
cabl upon the name of the Lord will be saved. That is trmendous.

o
(2D) od's method has not changed. ,‘gﬁd' 'the responds we see according to

Vs 16-18 does vary. Did you notice that? Vs 16, "they did nOt.2£} heed the
glad tidings". Everybody who hears the Gospel does not obey it.

Now, notice Vs 18 "But I say, surely they have never heard, have they?"
Have they not heard? is the question. Yes, indeed they have. If this is
God's method, indeed they have: "15‘ﬁ‘? voice has gone out into all the earth,

and their words to the ends of the world."

Who is he talking about? Is he talking about the Apostles? Some say

that the Apostles took the message to everyone....Noli! Listeng the Apostles

didn't cover the whole world. That is not the purpose of this text.
This is a quote from Pslams 19 where it says that the heavens declared
the glory of God. And the exnanse of the heavens is declaring the work of

His hands. And his voice went thpooughtout the whole earth.
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The point is that the revelation of God in the universe has been
God's way of announceing to the wgam#l world that He is alve and real.
This take us back to Romans chapter 1 verse 20 where it says that 'his

invisibel attributes, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
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seen by the things that are made.” A e
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- all people have heard in the knowledge of the universe. And all
men know that there is a God and that he exists.

(3D) The third thing that I want you to see in understanding the necessity

of hearing the message is the Qﬁé%sgg of God towards Israel. There are
three things that I want you to see.

(18) In Vs 19, Paul tells us that there was a prediction made at the time

of Moses about God's method in dealing with Israel. HF Vs 19.."But Ijsay,
surely Israel did not know, did they? At the first loses says, I will make you
jealous by that which is not a nation, by a nation without understanding will
I anger you."

God choose Gentiles. Gentiles have been received to anger the nation
of Israle to jealousy, according to Paul.

(2E) Secondly, according to Vs 20 the plan of i*od is very clear. Isaiah

said: "I was found by those @@ sought me not, I ®ecame manifest to those who
did not ask for me."

Here Isr®ael had been constantly seeking God but never finding him.
And now God saves the people who are not even seeking him.

You see, that is how much God loves you. It is not the question of
men seeking aBter God. The Gospel is that God is seeking man. You see,
God can save people who at first don't even care about him. He just takes
that person and saves him. And many times the person is not even aware
that God is seeking him. Because God is after you, my friend.

(33) Then according to Vs 21, we see the patience of God involved in this

plan he had towards Israel and all men. When he said, "all the day long I

have stretched out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”
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The word "disobedient” basical means "not pursued." They are hearing
it but they are not pursued.

The word "obstinate" means to "speak against."” They are not only
not ovursued of the Gosnel by faith, but they are acturally speaking against
it and attacking it.

You would think that the Lord would reanond with a little Judgement.
Oh, no, instead of judgement, tﬁé§§§é1e says that "all day long he stands
with out stretched hands."

He is a natient and long suffering God to people who refuse to listen
and to those who speak against His truth, to those who are disobedient and
obstinate. And Gods response is love. He loves you. And he is seeking

you. And he desires that non should be lost. That is the story of the

gospel. I hope and pray that you will respnond.

Let us close with prayer




