Series: The Beatitudes #2
Title: Why We Must Be Broken i Bed Lo
Text: Matthew 5:3

R Let's turn in our Bibles to Matthew chapger 5. Matthew chapter5:3.

u4”:{§n the setond of a series of messages on the Beatitudes. There is a
basic position being discussed in the Beatitudes. It is the position of
being "blessed." ITast week I indicated the difference between the word
"happiness" and the word "blessed." And theepe is a real distinction that
needs to be made because "happiness" is depended upon the circumstances of
my life. And if they are not going my way than I am not happy. But,
"blessedness"” is a condition of the heart that depends solely upon God.

And flowing out of this position of being "blessed" is a practice of

the believer which is demonstrated in 8 different afeas. All of which are
very strange from the worlds point of view. It seems, for example, very
strange that one would be blessed if he were "poor in spirit." It seems

very strange that he would be blessed because he "Mourne". It seems very

strange that he would be blessed for being persucted all the time.

But, this is the general theme of the beatitudes. JThwyreveal the life
v
of Christ in us. And of course, this is total contary to the viewpoint of

he world which often.@gzéz;s éﬂﬁthe goal of happinesséségéizgf'

Dear friends, if you are seeking happiness by getting your circumstances

all strightened around so that they bless you, 253 at least, they will bring
you some measure of so called "sucess", you wili undoubtly be frustrated
most of your life.

It is the poisition of our life as being "blessed" that brings the
greatest amount of happinesss. Because it abides whethefvéf is joy or
sorrow or blessing or trail. And that is what we are looking at in this
section of God's Word called the Beatitudes.

Now, Matthew chapter 5 verse 3 is our text for today....

(Read Matthew 5:3)

Let's join together for a moment of prayer
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Se—that-we-might-undérstand thé beatitudes~I-have-put-before-you in

four-notes—a~little.outline which-divides—imto-three—areas: ~It 1is listed as

| T2 #5-trreyour-notezs—Angd-the-titles-are:

| The matter of practice ....The matter of position..the matter of promise.

/ I hope this will help you understand how this beayitude follows in terms of
j application. There is #@mmgpw a position stated: “Blgggggfﬁe the pooor in
Q Spirit.” There is also, a ngmi§e stated. And this promise involves a
\\practice.

Now, as we consider this matter of practice, what is the meaning of
the word "poor"? What is the poverity that is really intended in this verse?
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE POOR IN SPIRIT?

Well, it doesn't take to many brains to understand what it means to be
"poor" in material goods. But, what does it mean to be poor in Spirit?

In the Greek language you have two separate words translated "poor".

’’’’’’

First. we have the word "Penas". This word is used twice in the N.T.

ﬁm) It is used in the Gospel of Luke and in 2 Corinthians . Let's turn to Luke
chapter 21. The Gospel of Luke chapter 21. P
This word "Penas" is to be contrasted with thew%:id "po;océs". The
word "potocas" is the word efor "poor" used in the Beatitudes. And there is
a big difference in meaning between these two words.

Now, notice Luke chapter 21 verse $.....(READ Luke 21"f-4

It is interesting to note that this widow had a living. But, she was
"poor."” éggrithe word basically means “"to suffer pain." And it was used of
a person who was fully capable of wprking for his needs, but because of his
condition he happened to be poor in matterial things rather than rich. And
qgomhe suffered pain in working for his livelyhood. He was a poor person who
worked for every dime he got.

So, that is one word used for "poor".



-
~'J)§Z;Twill, also, find this word in 2 Corinthains 9:9, which is a quote
%rom the 0.T. It comes from Psalms 112:9,
2 Corinthains chapter 9 is dealing with the subject of “giving," The
principle of Giving. And Vs 9 of this chapter says: "as it is written, He

f
scattered abroad, He gave to the poor, His righteousness abides forever."

In the content of this chapter on giving, the "poor" are exalted. The
| poor Macedonian Christians are exalted for their giving out-off their poverity
to the Lord. And Paul is talking, again, of what they had aquired.

- Sél'the Greek word "Penas" translated "poor" is dealing primarily with one
who is "poor" by the standards of the world. Yet, the person has the ability
to acquire his or her needs. Materialistly he is poor. Materialistly, he
doesn't have the possessions that other folks have. But, he is a working man.
He works for every dime he has. He is earning a 1living and providing for
his needs and the needs of his family. He is laboring and suffering pain and

accomplishing what he can do himselfgto meet his needs.

Now, let's come back to Matthew chapter 5.

In Matthew chapter 5 we have a different Greek word that is tranlated
"Poor". It is the Greek word "Potocas' Tt is used some 40 times in the N.T.
And it is most often translated "BEGGAR"....

It refers to someone who sits and begs for alms. The person has no job.
He doesn't work. He has no family to support. He is a beggar and he is alone.

So, the primary meaning of "POTOCAS" is "ONE WHO CANNOT MEET HIS OWN NEEDS.'

Do you remember the story of Lazarus in Luke chapter 167 The poor man
Lazarus feeding himself§from the crumbs that had fallen from the rich man's
table. The dogs licking his sores. He was a beggar....And he was in poverity
with no Bbility to meet his own needs.

Now, that is the meaning of this word "POOR" used here in the beatitudes..



‘;;( The Lord showed me something, here, that I want to share with vyou.

Most of us do not realize our beggarly poisition, spiritually, and thus, we
never see much happen with the Lord.

"BLESSED ARE THE BEGGARS IN SPIRIT.....BEGGARS,...totally unable to meet
your needs. You cannot do a thing to meet your spiritual needs. Totally
without means....

ﬂﬁt%,ndo you see the problem? Most of us believer we can. That there is

something we can do to solve our own separation from God. And that is one of
theﬂéggggnévhy nothing happens, spiritually, in our lives.

"BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE BEGGARS, " spiritually....People who know they
are unable to meet their needs, spiritualy....IT IS A FANTASTIC PRINCIPLE....

Let me emphasize it another way. The manner in which one is poor is
called "IN SPIRIT." Not in goods...not in possessions...BUT IﬁwéﬁIRIT. Not
in the physical realm, but in the spiritual realm. POOR IN SPIRIT....in mental
attitude....Do you see?

O0.K/?.0 JWHAT DOES TT MEAN TO BE POOR IN SPIRIT. Hete 1s what it means...

(1 ) Number one, if you are really poor in spirit you know that you have no
ability to save yourself. None what soever. And the person who does not come
to that point of realization, that he cannot save himself, will never be saved.
Oh, he may hope so....He may thinkg §0......He may try to ,work it out..
But, his whole religion will be based on humanﬁ%é%éugnd not upon God. There

is no ability to save yourself when you are poor in Spirit.

(2 ) _Secondly, when you are poor in Spirit vou have no_abifity to satisfy

vour deepest needs.

And the Lord really put his finger into my life when I realized how often
I go out and try to satisfy mg deep needs.

You see, basically, we all believe that we can satisfy our spiritual needs.
Our American philosphy raises us believing that. And God is saying, "BLEBSED
ARE THE BEGGARS IN SPRITI."‘%%Ezssed, when you realize you cannot satisfy
your spiritual needs. When you realize that, then yvou are in a position

td really experience GOd..sses
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(3) "hird, no ability to solve your real nroblems. Oh, the problems

we have tocav arc enormous. Did¢ wou know that one of Vb% evs in solving
hose nroblems 1s realizing you cannot?
3o many of us operate our lives accordinzg to the O0ld sin nature
Swlve . R
which tries to wwmese them, We go to anvone and anything trying to solve

the problems we face., 3But, if wvou are poor insplrlt, wou know that vou

cannot slcve your nroblemg,

1,__10

The gueetion then,.is, .,whet do I do?...Stay with me 1in this series

an8o/God will answer thot

Of course if wyou mlss a messarse you
~ht miss God's answer to ui“t cuecastion...
- 12) g‘ P‘ﬁi"’\"}’f)"’d A At
abhility to stemlate vour grovth in Christ .....Zou iznow,

14

there are alot of princinles in God's Word which tell me now toe ~row
in grace and knowledse, There are alot of them, And when 1 apply thenm
to v life, I grow in Christ---Resulting in a better fuller life,

But, when I believe that I can do it, or I can grow by usl ng the

rhilosnhies of the world, then I fall, You cannot stimulate your growth,
L i —% i &

Blessedness comess becauze it denends on God., It does not cdepend on

circumstances or ry abiltity. I cannot stirulate my ciiristian growth,

2

: g i e : :
God ra; cause growth in me, . And he does throurh the application of
His word in my life, - . , ;

(q) Www>cr five, no ability to scrve Christ in wour own strencth,

e who 1s mnoor in spirit lnows that it is irmmossible to serve ChristJ

it ones owm gstrencth., Whether you be svhdey school teacher, board nmenber,

or what ever, it 1g Impossible to serve christ 1f you are doing it in
your own stronsth, Ch, I may cloud over 1y conscious and look at the

results and be result orintated, and conclucded that because of the results

T am serving Christeess
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But, one day a2t the judpernent gseat of Christ - oL we shall
wake up and see that all of that which we have sald was service for hin
was nothing. It was simpnle wood, hay, and rrass because it was centered

in human self and not in the power of God. It was based upon what I

can do for Christ, liot unon what le can do throu~h me, J
| - — e
“ﬁa abilitv to serve Christ in vour own strencth, Xyrdﬁﬁ 9
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46) And nurber 6, which I feel is the most imnortant of all no ability

to_stand before God, ¥ou tnow, a lot of us as Christians, b ecause we

‘mow that we are goling to heaven get cuite cocky abow it,..We really do..
Almost to the point of self satisfaction and concedt,

o ability to stvand before God., Recognizing Iis Holiness is so
fantastic., Realizing that my righteoucness is like fithy rages. And thus
being thankful, with graditude for the richteousness of Christ which

covers my sin and my unworthness.

Dlessed are the’y g in soirit. Those who are really brolken.,.
) : Py
i e N ————————

~ L. : j doc sty
‘\&N ‘d Two passages I would like you to turn to,h)ubk Ao, v d ot o !

Plrst, James L. I believe this exnresses what it means to be DOOT

i 1n s»nirit, James chanter lL verse 6-10,....(read)

ety * ?‘ .
)QLO be »noor in snirit is definatelr to he humble and to he hroken to the
voint where I realize there ig no abdility in me what so cver o do anv

thinz, %Yo save ny sekf, to serve God, I cannot do anvthing, I need g@&‘“

)

in my life, and the Dible says that the one who recognizes that is

ubleﬂoed" ' ;I%LI
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Once 1 heard a pastor share with others that the real Qéé%%mb
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point betueen "roctmmiammmsk t were those who knew they were nothing

and those who thourht they were sormethinges..
Ilave you ever wondered why God blesses some and not others? Some\#J

know and understand and believe in their hesrts as Christianske that they

.

are nothing and they recognize the grace of God......Blessed are the poor
2~ E
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in gnirit.f
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Lord, to whom arec wvou golnz to loo
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bl man will I laok.

This verse really speaks to ny heart.s...to this m
"
th favor?,..I will look to him

e

1
3¢

oor and a contrite s»iRit and who trembles at My Word,

rest to you that being poor insg nirit is

writtine a book on huwmilite....vee..

TVTi th &
with how much of a broken sn»irit you have,
you nray,

It is not walking out of the service and standing in the parking lot
impressed,

dad expression ancd crying hoping that people will bhe

a

Remember that our Lord taucht that when vou fast, wWien
Wi s
And when you appear before men: comb vour hsir,

3

do it in wour closet.
wash your face and smile and bhe considerate of one another,

When your heart is broken you make it between you and God,.Don't

gp dut and try to empress the world with how broken in s irit you are,

That is nothing but the o0ld sin nature desiring to be seendfﬁﬁM@”'

Mo, the true broken and contrite heart is the one that is broken

before God., Because he realizes that
ntacts with men.

hand

more Irnsortant th
lasue

belfore men, but the

Zou can go and be »niet
1s what are you like in the closet before aimizhty God? What do you

really believe aout yourself,...
nirit, for thelrs is the kingdom of God,
, & y

L,

The Posgition that i1s involved is simnley stated as being blessed,
eople, and problems and

e~
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this will involve your reaction to other
that 1if you are

And
dJ,

to circumstances in vour life,~ And it means ¢he [/

w&fE vou relaize

really b roken in your 1life, reus
im, then all of

! that wou are totally helnless before CGod and wou need him,
these circustances, and neonle will not effect the peace and the joy
— .

vou have,
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~ Why?....0€cause your dependence is unon God It is not on man or
. circusmstance,..

(2) Sceondly, wou rehdize there isn't anything you can do about it

| anvway . You know, 211 thesc situations we run into and ve zet uptisht

with neonle, and the problens we Tace, there rcally 1sn't anvthing we

can do about it., Oh, vou can winec it over., But it is still there.

f ’ - B . N .
& ; Only, CGod can recally solve things endb rins healing and love, And all
OF of our running about tryins to solve our nroblems 1s revealing all the

more how little we are "poor in sririt," And how proud in spirit we
really are,
Blessed are the poor In anirit for thelr is the kinsdom of heaven,
{ o ability of mr own,..onlv God's abilitw,

\ (3)And $he third thing 1s in your resnonse to God. Trose who are poor

'y

in s»irit know# that only God can answer them., ilo one else can. And God

\never kels tlred of nmy esiiing for his will and help, Iielp Lord, I need
\ . . £
wou 1n rir life,
\ s Pe Cne T i . S

i& e liamtty the promise,...i’or their is the kincdom of heaven,
T AT * - 1.2 $ At '] EQPN N 3 1 b QPN 4 @/ 2
Now, this isg talkingabout christian neople, Yhe condlition of tEéwe- 1ife

ul“g,.v;fln) M,JW;L’ L AT A X
christians who '=&e poor in anirit, uﬁg—&?e=fﬁﬂa

Cond
Htion, Vot them is the kinrdom of heaven.,
S

*"f"’"g‘:.’:-_- . - o L] 1
7 Did you notice in the text that 211 of the beatitudes are in the

future tense excent the first one andkhe last one, in termn of promise.

For theirs is....all the rest are: "for thev shes TQbe"....And these shall
‘\. o - e .

be!'s are simnle statments of facht., And Cod encloses all tleze beatitudes

In that simnle statenent: "Por their is the kingdom of heaven,"

iow, what does dme mean? Two things...

[
(1) One, we are in the kingdomathe monment we are saved, And the kingdom

of God 1s something I am born into the moment I accent Christ., (2) 5%,

aF®, 1t refers to that visuable Yinrdom that will come in the furture,
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But! the kingdom of God is CGod's rule over me, 3o I enter the

et

kinrdor of God by being born asin, Jesus sald the kincdorm of God is in

¥

the midst of vou, And this is referring Lo Ris nerson....Jl am here
it & B
And when the king 1s here, the kingdorn of God is here.
Jhen vou receive Christ, the king is in wou. A4nd where the king
is there 1s the kingdom. Thus, we ourht to be like that servant, at
4
&‘é feet sayving, Lord, I have no asuthority of my own. What would you

have me to do., 1llot my will but thine be done, You are the king of king

and the Lord of Lord, Re king in ny 1lif-.

BT TR0kl D L b d el L RS L e Jedagdom_of heaven.,
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