Series: Prophecy/Matthew
iifle: The Judgement of the Nations '

Text: Mattahew 25:31-46

Take your Bibles and turn to Matthew chapter 25. Matthew chapter

25 beginning at Vs 31. Tonight we want to look at a%ZéE%%é‘cfzgéézgfihat
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azg“ﬁﬂiﬁﬁfiﬂer;:Ilguh oW whreiwbl—brineg—about the GREAT JUDGEMENT OF
THE NATIONS. Matthew 25 verse 31...(READ VS 31=46)

PRAYER

In Matthew chapter 24 verse 3 the disciples ask Jesus three questions.

1. When will these things be? "These things" referring to the distruction of
. . vsty
the Temple in Jerusalem. If you will remember, Jesus had predicted tﬁét not

one stone shall be left upon another. And that prophecy was fmlfilled when
Titus conqueror Jerusalem in 70 A.D. And the Temple was literally torn apart
~

one stone at a time.

2. The second question was: WHAT WILL BE THE SIGN OF YOUR COMING?

3. And the third question, WHAT WILI, BE THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE AGE?
Now, last week we lodked at the FOUR-FOLD sign comcerning the end of the
age.
Matthew 24 verse 7....says "For nation will rise against nation, and

kingdom against kingdom, and in various placaes there will be famines,

P ?
looked at all of Gh#s last week.

Vs _8 of Matthew 24 says " But all these things are merely the beginning
of birth pangs." pcMﬁwﬁ

Now, tonight, I want you to notice a couple of other s relating to
the end of the age.

Also remember, what we are talking about when we use the phrase "end of
the age." This phrases is referring to the Jewish age just preceeding the

great new age...THE 1000 YEAR REIGN OF CHRIST UPON THE EARTH. The Jewish

age will conclude at the end of the great tribulation period.
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Previous to that Great Tribulation, the Bible tells us that the Lord,
himself, shall desend from heaven with a shout and the voice of the Ark-
Angel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
Then we who are alive will be caught up to meet Christ in the air. The church,
the body of Christ, all Christians, will be caught up to meet the Lord in
the air. This is called THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. Then shall begin the
7 years of Tribulation. It is called GREAT TRIBULATION such as the world has
never seen.

Now, we are finding ourselves, tonight, in this Olivet Discourse, at the
conclusion of this tribulation period. At the end ofthe Tribulation period
the Lord shall return to Earth with His saints, with His church, with His
bride. He will come back to earth in great power and glory. And every
person on the face of the earth will see his return. And he will come back
to this earth to set up His 1000 years reign known in Latin as the Millinum.

This great return of Christ has several key events attached to it. And
the one that I want to look at tonight is the JUDGEMENT OF ALL LIVING
GENTLE NATIONS. For this to take place, some things need to start happening.
So, I want to study what will take place IN THIS GREAT JUDGMENT OF THE
LIVING GENTLE NATIONS. And I want to point out a cauple of signs or birth
pains which will indicate thaet the stage is set. And I want to look at this
portion of scripture by asking you five questions.

(1 ) Number_ one, WHEN, according to the Bible, does this gudgement take place?

We find the answer in Vs 31 of chapter 25..."When the Son of Man comes in
His glory, and all the angels with Him." And according to Matt. 24:29 that
is following the tribulation period. This is not talkihg about the rapture
of the church. So, we know when he will come and it will take place.

2 ) Secondly, WHERE WILI,_THIS JUDGEMENT TAKE PLACE?

I would like you to turn to the 0.T. and the prophet JOEL. Joel is
located among the 12 prophets known as the MINOR PROPHETS. These are the last

12 books of the 0.T.



Joel chapter 3. Here we will discover where this Judgement will take
place. The judgement of the LIVING NATIONS AT THE TIME WHEN THE Lord shall
come in power and great glory to this earth.

(_READ JOEL 3:1-2)

So, according to Joel this judgemeat will take place in a valley called
THE VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT.

There have been many attempts to discover what and wheee this valley is
located. I, personally, do not believe this valley is now in existence.
I, personally, do not agree with those who are going all over the land of
Palestine and checking into the history of the anient king JOHOSPHAHAT, TO
FIND WHERE THIS VALLEY IS LOCATED.

I don't thinkg that is the point at alll.....

The word "Jehoshaphat" means "Jehova Judges." It is the valley where

Jehove, God, will judge all nations.

Now, if you will turn over to Zechariah, please. Zechomrmiretoumttlt

as : T. Bechariah is next to the last book
of the 0.T. Zechariah chapter 14 verese 1. Here we find our answer.

(Read Zechariah 14:1-4)

So, a valley will be created in that day. That, I believe is the valley
where Jehova, God, judges. dt is the valley through which Israel will flee
the persecution of those nations that are gathering in the Middle East for
battle. And that will be the very place where God will judge all nations of
the world.

(3 )Now, _coming back_to Matthew_ 25, let me ask you a third question: WHO WILL

BE JUDGED? Who are the ones under discussion? Does this refer to Christians?

Or, to someone else? Obviously, it cannot refer to christians because we

are caught up to meet Christ in the air in the Rapture of the church. The
Rapture takes place at the beginning of the Tribulation period. This judgment
of nations takes place at the end of the Tribulation. So, who are the ones

under discussaon?
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*‘According to the Bible, in Vs 32, "all the nations will be judged."
In checking the word translated "NATION”, I find that in the N.T. the word
is translated 2 times...."PEOPLE"
It is translated 5 times..."HEATEN.,"
Tt is translated 64 times..."nations."
But, it is translated 93 times...."GENTLES."
In other words, this judgement is of the living Gentle nations that are

brought against Jerusalem at the conclusion of the Tribulation period. It

involves Gentle people. And all Gentle nations will be there. No one is
excluded.
Now, notice verses 32 and 33...The nations will be divided into two camps ¢

SHEEP AND GOATS. The sheep are on his right hand, and the goats are on

his left. J P =

(4 ) O.Kglguestion number four: HOW WILL THEY BE JUDGED? What is the bases

of this judgement?

Well, the answer is obvious. As you read verses 35 thru 45, it is based
on the treatment of a great people called: "™ THOSE BROTHERS OF MINE."
You find that in Vs 40..." And thel King will answer and say to them, 'Truly T

say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of mine."

Blso, notice, that we have three groups of people, here, in this chapter.

We have the "SHEEP NATIONS"...who are the ones, obviousely, who have
eternal life. Pregle wbo- nortea< Od&g}hczumk7 24 ;d;%xzédplbv”/

We have the "GOAT NATIONS"...who, obviousely, will go into eternal
punishment.

And we have this third group called "THOSE BROTHERS OF MINE." WHO ARE THEY"
Well, I believe this refers to non-other than His real brothern, physically,
after the flesh. And that is the NATIDN OF ISRAEL.

You see, it cannot simple be the "righteous." Those who have come to
know Christ during the Tribulation period because the SHEEP NATION"S represent

that group in the judgement. So, "THOSE BROTHERS OF MINE" is referring to

the Nation of Israel. And the judgement will center around the treatment

of Israel during the trabulation period.



Do you see? All living Gentle nations will be judged by God for how
they treated Israel during the Tribulation. Anti-Semintism will be so strong
that all the nations of the world will unleash their wrath against Israel.
And don't we see that birth pang happening today? Throughout history,
people and some nations have hated Israel. But it has always been located

in certain groups or nations.

WEEF do we _see today?.....A building hatured of Israle khroughout the
world. A world wide hatred. And you find it growing stronger and stronger
here in the U.S.

Make no mistake about it, my friends. Israel is still the apple of God's
eye. And according to the Bible, God still has a plan and purpose for Israel.

(5 ) Now, the final gquestion: WHAT WILL THAT JUDGEMENT BE?

I want you to notice this very carefully because in this one passage we
have the only teaching in the entire N.T. that absolutely proves the eternity
of a place God calls HELL.....It is the only place where that can be

absolutely pProven.. ..
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How, 1 wunt to show vou what that Judsement isg

Z&? the sheen nations, Vs 3, the kins says to them, "Come,vou who
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are blessed of Iy I~ther, inherit the kingdom." They »ill go into the
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millimum, The 1000 vear reign of Christ on the Irth...."Thherit the

lringdom nrenared for you...from.....the foundation of the world,"
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Totice, God has alreacdy nlanned, already prenared this whole thing.

We, also, notice from Vs !'6 that the righeous, (the sheep nations)

will have eternal life,

but, on the other hand, the goat nations Vs lhl, "Then e will also
S
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eternal fire ~hich has been prensred for the devil and hig angels,™

g

find then vs L6, These(the goat naticns, the cnes on the 1ef¥who has

.
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mistreated his necnle Israel during the tribulation) will go away into
eternal »unicshnent,
fow, 1 would like wyou o notice Sese irportant thin-s.
(1) Cne, the Bible sars that ell or the /éiinaeeige ¢ cternits apart from
1-/.
ibed as being an eternal fire, —zty
L&
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A nerson askr:  Pastor, do vou believe that iiell is an actural fire!.

It conlad be a swmbol in the Bikle., I will grant you that,,...Dut, my
friend, rerember thils: !A symbol in the Bible 1s always legs in intensity
oF that which it renrcsens~.?ﬁ.1ﬂ $¢Lio not a literal, eternal fire,

only God knows how alful this fudgement rmust be....A symbol is less in
han that which it renresense,

Sw.bé _ i R i
(2)” Sweéd, T would 1lilze wou to notice that liell was not prenared for vou

and me, As an o0ld time evangelist use to say: "If vou go to Ilell, vou
o : e 2 )

will be tregsnassing.”
Tor go to llell on your own croice,...very person has the opnortunity
£ :
to belleve on Jesus Christ, God could not have wmade it any more girmle

or more wonderful,.,.God loves ua, Ii.e loves us with an everlastinc love,
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ernore Iiim and neglect him

loves us insnite of how we treat
in our lives......And iie sovys vou can zo to heaven, You can have

eternal 1life, if vou will believe in ry Son, Jesus Christ. And what he
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the cross, 1@ n2id Tor YoUr WATee...
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3id for ol on
30, no person has to ~o to Ilell, Anc it wasn't prensred for wyou, It
was nrenasred for the Devil and his angels, If wvou go there, wvou go because

Tou chodse to goj,ékwu cﬁwﬂifJQ- Aéfuﬂf kaauu¢cv7 Gerd géié/aﬂkj «élmnuL

2. Mowr, notice Vs lib...According to this verse eternal punishment is

nut into a »narallellism with 1life eternnl,
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If wou nre reading the KJIV nleaze malkke a notation thelr in vour Text
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everalasting
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at Ve gé....ﬂocnuse it is very immortant., ¥You have the word
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punishment," “he word "everlasting" is the same word, oxacthias the
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word Meternal™, Thev are not two different words

e who sav that the
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iiow, whv do I poént this out......'there are tho
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word "everlosting” means "age",..Ilt is just an "age" or a neriod of tine,
Anc alfter this period of tinme, evervbody will be saved,
Jo....there are not two different words..,.,Same word meaninz "eternal."
\\ﬁnd it is inveresting that this is the oholy verse in the N,7, that uses

\
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s d%%he word V7% =Betlhh eternal punishment and eternal life,....

ind here we have »nroof that God 1s dealin~. with eternal issues,.e.

That there is no hope apart from Jesus Christ....There is eternal punishment,
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“pfga*rv‘ to believe in an eternal 1life 1n heaven‘,@ut many people don't

B

and there
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g eternal 1lifTe....’
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want to bellieve that there will be eternal nunishment,....But this verse
”";_-’ ) - .- - 3 ol [ 3 E i
tells that their will be eternal »uni for those who refuse to
accent Jesug Christ as Saviour,.
iTr friend, God d@ sn't rant wou o go ko l.el], Jesus dled to saved

voiu from eternal nunisiment,...And Jesus nleads with wyou to flee the
wrath of God,.....the Bible gavs in John 3 that the wrath of God is now

upon us,
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It savs that he that helleveth not 1s condemned alrecady. It is
not a guestion of God condemning ¥oU,.....dithout Corist, wvou arc already

condermed,,.." e are born that wav... We are born sniritual dead, Which
means senarated from God...

Andg 1f qyfdon‘t gsolve that nroblen, that sevaration from God, before
ﬁ%b“nhysicallly die, %@Véhall be eternally separated from God in a place
called "HILL," God doesn't want you to co there,

And richt now, —won can helieve in Jemus Christ and have the gift of
eternal life,..It is a giit, God wants to give it to wou. And -ou can
receive it now, by fait
If wou hove never received Christ into wour life, my 4 urge wvou to do
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e wants

rg

so? To do it right now, to trust Lim, and accent ilrm,..for

to give to you...

Shall we close with a word of nraver,



