Series: Matthew

Title: Food for the Hungrey

Text: Wcr }L/(, ,5‘“9\,

I would like you to turn to Matthew chapter 14, e will also be
reading from chapter 15 and 16 on two accounts involving "FBOL FOR THZ
HUNGRTY . "

If you would follow along in your Bibles, I would like to begin reading

at Vs 15.....
(Read 14:15-21; 15:32-39; 16:6-12"

Ypuld you join with me for a moment of prayer

T+t

We have two accounts. They are not the same. Two accounts of two
miracelous events in the life of our Lord. On both of these occassions
Re provided bread to a multitude of people. In the Pirst case to 5 thousan
And in the second case to 4 thousand. 4&nd obvidusely he didn't have much
to begin with....FO00OD FOR THE HUNGRZY...

Jesus was concerned about the multitudes. And I would like to share
just a few important facts about these two stories. And to conclude what
I believe is the Bibles' answer, which we have not read, the Bibles' answer
to this whole thing about the Bread being given to the multitudes.
ﬁeéﬁs taught in one of the Gospels which we have not read that the bread

meant something €ntirely different then what you might be thinking right

“now. It is his interpretation and not mine. And we shall look at it in

~a few moments.

(1 ) First of all, I would like you to nétice that the multitudes needed

bread. If there is one thing that is taught here, it is taught that Jesus
was concerned about the multitudes that need bread. They needed phys%cal
gigéﬁ. But they needed spiritual %Zgéd also. But, the physicaléﬁgzzé
problem syt was facing them. They were in the dessert. They didn't have
anything to give the people to fp eatl. ﬁﬁ?ﬂthere are several things that

stand out in my mind.
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‘j\} J.notice there condition. They are about ready to faint. They had

been with Jesus for three days. They have hdd nothing to eat. And they
are faced with a tremendous problem.

In eﬂg\case oEmpp—trowsewd there are, also, woman and children.
Possible, as one commentator suggest, bringing the number up to 15 thousand
people. And the same is true about the 4 thousand. When you add the
woman and children the number might increase to around 12 thousand or more.
Women, children, and men who have had nothing to eat all day or maybe longer

(f2 ) I am also aware that Jesus said "I want to give them something to

eat." And it was because he had compassion on the multitudes. Tt

He said "I have compassion on them. And

I will not send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”

foed
It was the desire of Jesus to give people brsxd. My friend your

need maybe spiritual %%é%g“ &M@, Jesus desires to give jt to you because
he ha§ compassion on the multitudes. He loved people. He couldn't look

at a crowd of 15 thousand or 12 thousand people and not want to feea them
when they had not eaten all day.

It is too bad that many of us who are christians do not even see
the physical needs of others. James said "what kind of religion is it
when a man comes to you and needs to be feed, he needs something for his
séomach, and you say, 'be warmed and felled, go your way, God bless you.
And you don't give him anything to eat.” He said, "that is faith without
works." And it isn't what God wants. Christians ought to be concerned
about the physical needs of people.

Our missionaries go to mission fields and they give them physical
needs. But, there prime purpose is to present to them Jesus Christ as
Saviour and Lord. And often times they have to feed their starving
bodies and heal their sickness before they can listen to their need of Jesus.
Jesus had compassion on the multitudes. He loved people and he wanted
to give them bread. "I want to give them bread. I want to give them

something to eat."” fig-——— ey V5 ' Fa V o—ry <
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(2_) But there is-Something else I notice in this story. And that was

the manner in which this bread was obtained.

To me, this is one of the most fasinating parts of this whole
account. The account of feeding the 5 thousand is recorded in all four
gospels. {(The #&ccount of feeding the 4 thousand is found only in two gospels
(But the account of the feeding of the-5 thousand because it is found in
all four GOSpelgNlSwillled with much details as to how the bread was

obtalned. And let me share some of this with you.

U Y First of all, T notice that the disciples were involved. And

according to the Bible, the Disciples wanted to send the multitudes wway.
They felt that they couldn't be feed and they should be sent away.

Often times we are like that. We see people in need whether
physical or spiritual and we want to send them away. We can't deal with

C Pmes Avf;;7¢f ¢w7 C4n7&£&£4¢ ij&

(2 \ And then, I notice someone else who was involved. Would you turn,

please, to the Gospel of John chapter 6. The Gospel of John chapser 6.
Here we learn some fasinating details about the feeding of the 5 thhusand.
Let's begin at Verse 2...

-{Read John 6:2-7a)

A denarii represented a days wages for a common'f%%g%z¥. In other

words, 200 days wages, 2/3 of a year's slary, if we use all of that E? JLJ
oI~
buy bread, it still would not be enought to feed a growd this sieze. 39&1;%;:

/
ﬁwj You see, Philip was being tested by God. What gyou are asklnégJesus/
is too great. And Philip couldn't take the challenge.
I am remainded of something interesting about Philip. Would you turn
{gnn  1an F”f,(ﬁ/l(
back to John chapter 1. Phillip 1s.g;§¥@mynésad person. John chapter 1
and look at verses 43 to 46 when Jesus was calling his disciples..

(Read John 1:43-46)

Now, the same man who brought h?2?7hP8PA#® Natthanael to Jesus, the
same man who said to Nathanael, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law 4

and also in the Prophets wrote ", +the same man who said to Nathaneal, "V
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*dggg_agghsee"..This same man was testdd by Jesus when he was ask: "Philip
where are we going to get bread.” And he said, "Lord, if we had 2/3 of

a years wages, we still wouldn't be able to buy bread for this multitude.”
igust“éﬁgéé them away. And he joined in with the other disciples. Send the
multitudes away that they may find g&ﬂ%ﬁﬁ’ food. Philip was tested.

Now, turn to chapter 14 to notice a third thing about Philip. John
chapter 14. After Jesus had just announced that He would come again. That
he was going to leave the disciples, but he was going to prepare a place
for them. &ﬁﬂ&he would come again and receive them unto himself.

He had just said to Thomas: "I am the way, the truth, and the life; and

i———

no one comes to the Father, but through me."

Now, notice Vs 8...."Philip said to Him, 'Lord, show us the Father, and

it is enough for us."

Give us one view of God the Father and we will be happy. And Jessms
said to him, Vs 9 "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come
to know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father."

Philip have I been so long with you and yet you have not come to know me
I am Godes....You see, Philip was always being tested. Philip's faith was
always a little weak. He is like many of us. He believed and yet he felt
like saying with the Benturian: "Lord, help my unbeliff.....

Q»M%Pis the one who said to Nathanael: "I am sure we found the Messiah.
Come and see Him." And yet, when Jesus feed the 5 thousand Philipp
couldn't believe that he could provide bread. Jemwus tested him. And
here on this ¢gccassion Philip said: show us the Father and we will be

sgtisfied."” But Jesus said: "if you have seen me, Philip, you have seen

the Father. I and the Father are one. I am God, Philipp. Trust me and
believe me. Know who I am. *~o QQl*zﬁﬁﬂ ;%LoéL'&MLA/&QQJk\

(3 ) But, there was someone else involvgg;d Turn back to John 6. The

disciples as a group wanted to send the multitudes away. Philipp was
tested and he didn't know how they were going to pay for the bread. But,
‘notice Andrew. John chapter 6 verse 8 to 9....

(Read Vs 8 and 9)
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Andrew went gvme step fmrther than Bhilipp. Andrew at least found some
food. And I like that.

You know, it is interesting in Vs 8 that we have a Biblical definition
Qf who Andrew is. And I believe there is a reason. It says "Andrew,
Simon Peter's brother."” WEX_939§—13J@E[_EEEE? There wasn't anyother
Andrew among the disciples. WRy Simon Peter's brother?

I think right at that point he is remainding you of something that
happened back in John Chapter 1. ] . 4o John chapter 1 and=wmedioc
Vs 40.@%4%%0ne of the two who heard John%%?gzgfﬁznd followed Him was Andrew,

Simon Peter's brother. He found first his own brother Simon, and said to hin

We have found the Messiah which translated means §Christ.* And he brought

Him to Jesus.” Tremendous
,ﬂékuﬂ/
/8  Andrew brought his brother to Jesus. And in John 6 we= e d
w0 Mo e o . . e
that Ahdrew breusht hissbethorbeomdemes- ond Newehe—is bringsshe ¥ittle boy

G s
to Jesus.' /. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we had a congregation of people who

had this as the characterisitic of their life. That they brought people to
Jesus. Cphwgd%«% ;ﬁ1k01'1&4 4&3@4%7Lﬂ

And Philipp on one accassion whenB he was faced with some Greek folks
who wanted to see Jesus got Andeew to do the work. And Andrew introduced

them to Jess.

Andrew knew how to take people to Jesus.
And yet, there was still an element of doubt in Andrew's mind. Because he
said: "Well, here is a lunch, but what is it amongest so many?"

(4 ) And then there was this child. This young boy with'his lunch
of five barley loaves and two fish. That wasn't very much. But, notice....

He gave all he had to Jesus. The thrilling thing that I see in this story

e

is that this little boy gave all he bgd to Jesus.

Here is the manner in which the bread was obtained. The disciples
said, "Send the multiitudes away. We cann't do this." Philip said: "Lord,
it would take 2/3 of a years wages to be able to pay for bread to feed this
multitude." Andrew, he brought a little boy and yet he said about the
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lunch: "What are these jfor so many people"?

But, the little boy...what was his attitude? He gave the lunch..

£
There is no -iweiEzgs that he was against this. He didn't turn it down and
want to keep that lunch for hmmself. HE GAVE HIS LUNCH TO JESUS....And to
me, that is Just fantastic.%...The manner inwhich the bread was obtained.

Ww‘ﬁwju‘—-, Fograse
(3 ) Now, let's come back to Matthew chapter 14 and notice the miracle

that takes place. And it is interesting to see this miracle from different

perspectives.

; (l \ For example, notice the promise of Jesus. In Vs 16 Jesus said to them:

"They do not need to go wway; = give them something to eat."”
The miracle begins with the promise of Christ. This multitude of 15
thousand people does not need to depart. Give them something to eat.

If you were one of those 12 disciples and you received that challenge,
? Ariane Pobype. s (,91«’ ezt M,A,,J.ru..'t 't/ e elor astdl
what would you have done Yoo d Uorne Brsfon f{w\a Widw Dry "7/’%7»«-«»

They don't need to go away. I am going to feed them. And I see the

miracle as He begins to take that little lunch anqhe provides bread for
that entire multitude. He has them set down in small groups as one
passage says. 15 thousand people in small groups. And the disciples
begin to teke bread to them. Can you imigine what is going on? I can
Just see Jeuss breaking that bread. And then the growing excitment of the
disciples as they begin to share that bread with the people. And the Bible
says that the people were satisfied. And® the disciples gathered 12
baskets of left-overs.

Some of us think the supply of God has run out long ago....3ome of us
think that the Bread of life is running dry. That there is no more there.
Some of us as Christians get to the point that we forget that there is an
unlimited supply of the Bread of life. And mgny christians fold up and

dry up and ware out because they forget that the saviour is still breaking

bread. And he never funé out... /¢€4n&@ﬂt/lﬁvﬂf>ﬁh~? 4&2%2%§Z4ﬁ2%24>
. w/
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i?ﬁ@&% were 12 baskets left over. There were 7 baskets left over
after feeding the 4 thousand. And the Bible says in Matthew 14:20 that

"they all ate and weere satisfied.' No one went wway hungrey. And yet,

there was some left over. It was a miracle.

M A N A A
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{4 ) But, this brings me to the Wﬁéiéchne}asion of this story. What was

the message behlnd that bread? Was it simplely physical food?... d¥P. O."\ ."/O
1T wag hiar Thas Thas

There was a two fold message according to Jesus.

(1) One, that was given to the disciples. (2) And another one to the whole
multitude.

(1 ) Let us look at the message given to the disciples. That is found in

Matthew 16. In Matthew 16:6-12 it is obvisouse that what the bread respesentsd
is: THE TEACHING OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES TO THEM. To the disciples
personally. And what it represents is this: the bread that Christ gave
indicates that Christ will supply their needs. And he wasn't speaking
concerning that bread, but he was taking an illustration from that and taking
about another kindé‘ LEVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES.

Disciples, you had better have my kind and not their kind...And my
kind doesn't even we come close to their kind.

(2 ) And when you know this and then you come to John chapter §, it really

begins to come together. Follow this, now, very clarefully.....Turn to

John chapter 6.....Here we find the real me%nln? and message of that bread
f:\L(-L/Lu—;/J ’2'\4 » 0/ --Alr
according to Jesus Christ. John chapter 6 beginning at Vs 25...

(Read 6:24-33()

Notice, Jesus is saying that the manna tkat came in the wilderness
HE....It is a symbol of HE who gives life to the world. The bread which

Jesus broke to the multitudes is HE WHO GIVES LIFE TO THE WORLD.
\\ b5/ ‘/3;"
Vs 34...."They said therefore to him..."No mistake here. They knew what S@a

sayd..."Lord, evermore give us this bread"........Lord, we want this bread...

Vs 35...."Jesus said to them, " I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE."

[Pa———

How often I have heard that phrase, quoted. And I have often wondered
how many people remember the context in which it came.
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UI am the bread of 1life. Temendous..He that comes to me shall never
hunger. He that believeth on me, shall never thrist:' I am the bread of life.
I am He that came down fromh heaven.

My friends if you miss% this in the tremendous miracle of the feeding

/
iia Zactne

of the 5 thousandg\hg the 4 thousand, you have mlsed the whole th1n§
B N WJe ot “’ Mf"\"-@ A }u {VW(F’V} / (
The bread was physical bread, true. ""BEE the whole thing was an

illustration and a symbol that God wants to give us the bread of 1life...
o /ﬁ%’lu/ ~ Copnst
Tternal 1ife...ahm#=tfﬁycu<kﬁéw that, #mn back we and illustrate the whole

oty T TCty O 2

Think for a moment what it means when Andrew brought the child? Think
what it means for a moment when Jesus challenged the disciples? When he tested
Philipp? When the child gave his lunch? Think about what the whole thingg
means?.....JESUS IS THE BREAD OF LIFE......And ghat he givgs is eternal life.
You shall live forever if you eat of this bread.

Spiritual bread, Yes..giéfit is based on the illustration of this
physically DY@/ bread....

And just as Andrew brought that little child to Jesus, so we need to
bring the Bread of 1life to people. Just as the disciples had only one
conclusion: send the multitudes away;.. So, many of us are like the song:

The Multitudes are omitted from the living bread because we will not

tell thema..We wall not 483 them....

WE/AYE/XTKE ) KRB/ EBIF S YEBRL £/ BREKS L/ KNE BEBK S BE [ KALER VNS KAty /R €/
WAL/ TBBA/ EBY ) EXAYALAL BEBBLE/ LA KRR/ EAEHY [ EAABA

The message of that bread is that the bread is spiritual bread, eternal
life. And only Jesus can give it. Jesus will give you that bread because
the bread is himself.

And if a person will believe on Jesus Christ he will have everlasting
lifecivinens |

?vf I don't know what you think off when you see multitudes that are hungry
¥w But, you know, when Jesus saw the multitudes, he not only saw their physical

k needs, he saw their spiritual hungey. He saw both.



-9~

_— .
: S——

- And the Bible says when he saw the multitudes HE WAS MOVED WITH
COMPASSION. . .The sight of multitudes of people who were physically and
spiritually starving MOVED HIS GREAT HEART OF LOVE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

I am remainded that Paul wrote in 2 CXorthinans 5 that the Love of
Christ controls us. The motavating factor behind the christian who is an
ambassador of God, who has the ministry of reconciliation committed unto him,

IS THE LOVE OF CHRIST\WHEN ™¥? HE SAW THE MULTITUDES HE WAS MOVED WITH

l A
£ f e 4, | p
COMPASSION. . 4bZrarn by, (/4 ?»w P o Hdly2
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My friend, if you are here today and you have never partaken of the
bread of life, then you shall alwaysL;unger. You will spend an eternity
without God. Jesus said in John 14: "I am the way, the truth, and the 1life,
and no man cometh unto the Father except by me."

There are not many roads to heaven. There is only ome. And that road
is through Jesus Christ.....

And if you will, right now, accppt that bread of life, If you will ask
Christ to come into your heart, trusting Him as your only saviour.....You

can spend eternity with God....You will have eternal life.....THE BREAD OF

LIFE......I hope you will receive Him, right now.......

Let us close with a word of prayer
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