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Text: John 3:22-36 ( 7/ 70 ) =

Would you take your Bibles, please, and turn to John chapter 3. The
thrid chapter of the gospel of John beginning with Vs 22. There are notes

in your bulletin. Please use them as we study these verses together.

(Read John 3:22-36)

Prayer

(“3\ In this section of scripture wg/bﬁﬁv find that Christ is once again
putting himself on public display.H%ﬂis being publical manifested. Ifm;;
kind of interesting becaﬁse we have al£éédy found that John the Baptist,
back in chapter 1, publical introduced Jesus to the Worl4¥sCAonnow, John the
Baptist is .facing his motivations and his i inter feelings about why the
world is now going after Christ. Much like many of us do.

I don't believe there is a section in John that so digs into the
motivations of the believet like this portion of scripture. It really hits
hard. It might be a little touchz. a P you » sgnsitiveiin thig arga.
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Loty o8 M. R
There are three things that HeﬂiSngingwtcwﬁe*l/with»inﬁthese first

few verses.

( One, deals with Baptiéy and the problem that arose over it.
L c}.ﬁmc’d Lt gL .
Wwo , he=fs-poing~to-look.at the issue of the bridegroom and the bride.
/Jy,é [w{'ﬁ.ei?. .
And th@ea? as to motivation,iﬁéﬁis going to talk about belief in Jesus

and how that effects him as a individual}believer, and-his-motivations-tewards
theats

( )So, let's look at these Wy sp/8 verses, first of all, in relationship

to Baptism .

Vs 22..The Bible says that Jesus and his disciples were in the land of

Judea and they were baptizing.

aptism, here, &s thab=tiremmimesss=and
i
e in the same area that John was.%ﬁ

(1 ) And the first thinﬁ I learn about b

T hud e ures fog
the—sércupbianees ward .

! 14? “
W@t Jesus - Was T

Angd theyﬁwefe baptizing.
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Vs 53 says that "John was baptizing inQA'noﬁ\which means\%pring". And it
was near "Sa'lom” which‘%gggg "peace.' "Because there wasMuch mater there;"
l &af‘they wepe baptizing.

Turn over to John 4:2, I learn that Jesus, himself, didnot baptize
people. That is probable good. Because I am sure there would have been those
folks going around with great pride saying, "I have been baptized by Jesus.'’
And I am better then someone else. ‘

Vs 2 says that " Jeaus was not baptizing, but his disciples were."

Vs 1 is also interesting. It says that "Jesus was making and baptizing more
disciples than John."

Now, according tb the Bible the place and circumstances that started to
affect Tohﬁ's disciples was the matter of baptizing. Because Baptizism was an
open sign of their loyality. You made disciples. And the method was by
baptizing.

Now, in the case of John. His baptism was the baptism of rependence.

He would urge peovnle to prepare themselves for the coming of the kingdom of

God......The question is: WAS JESUS DOING THE SAME THING?.....Absohutely....

Jesus was baptizing exactly like John the Battist did.!fiukh;; fhat'ﬂuf from
many reason. First, the Bible says so. SécﬁﬁélYf'Wﬁén John was in prison

the Bible says that Jesus tooka‘up the message and ministry of John the %ﬂﬂﬁﬂu
Baptist. He preached the same thing. Repent for the Kingdomof heaven is at

hand. The Baptism of John was a moral and spiritaul preparation of Jewish

people gf the coming of the Messiah.
- ﬁow, the probdem that arose here according to Vs 25 of chapter 3 was
a guestion of purification. <§%,baptism was a baptism of cleansing, preparing
men's hearts; and now Jesus appears to be doing it. So, there is a little |
bit of a problem between the disciples of John and Jesus.

I notice back in Vs 23 that John was baptising there because therr was
much water. I believe that Baptism was by immersion whether it was the

baptism that Jesus commanded before his ascention, or John's baptism. I also

believe that John's baptism was by immersion. And I also believe that Jews
when they baptized it was also by immersion.
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,- But the ®ssue of immersion is very important here. Because pagans also
immersed in water as signs of cleansing. Even in the pagan temple BAAL'A"BEC
in Lebonan today, if you go there you will find large pools where people are
-cieansed. They are immersed in these pools before that‘%NI worship at these
pagan altars and these pagan temples.

Now, the issue here effects the meaning of Baptimmmm. That baptism was
shwwte somehow a cleasning, preparing the way for the Messiah. And John taught
that He had that responsibility from God.

Elijah the prophet had come in the spirit of Elijah, and John the Baptist
is preparing them. He is crying as one crying ﬁl in the wilderness.

{ So, the question is: what right does Jesus have and his disciples have
'to do that? It is kind of funny if you stop and thing about it. They are
\forgetting that He is the Messiah. But it was a problem to them. They were
baptising many. Rut they were concerned about the lack of attention that was
coming their way.

Isn't it interesting how when God begains to work through others, and
does more than what he has done through us, how that effects us. Maybe a
friend of yours has been more blessed by God than you. That is in terms of
outward fruitfulness. And éo you conclude then: that perhaps he is doing it
in the wrong way. Or, khere is some wrong with him. Or, you might conclude
that there is something wrong with me. Because od has not blessed me like
him. Then the spirit of pride stays within you through all your times of
interspection, trying to find out what is wrong with you. It stays with you
because your comparison is with a friend over here who is being blessed by God
HOW FOOLISH ARE ALL OF THESE REASONS. How terrible foolish.

The fact that all folks would come to Jesus, isn't that what John wanted?
Isn't that what his disciples wanted? |

John the Baptist, Jesus said, was the greatest human being that has ever
been born of a woman. That is quite a statement. And John was upset by the
fact that all were going to Jesus.

And so we have a principle here that we need to understand. The principle

begins in Vs 27...
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'  $f'TAg§ording to Vs 26 they were concerned that all men were coming to Jesus.

74

IER!
J

dﬁ/Well, that is what we want. We want‘pebple to go to Jeus. John wasn't unhappy

Erabout that. And here is the principle that he establishes in Vs 27:...

"John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, unless it has been given
him from haaven."...

That i$ quite a statement.

:(1‘) Tﬁe'fifstuthing‘lvleérn about this princple he is laying down is that

the‘accé%tancefOf truth, whatever it is, is given by God,...
. John's pointwis this:ilf men are responding to Jesus, remember that
nothing can be giwven accept it be given by fod.
 ”YpﬁAknow, that reaii& fhrilled me. Tt realy did. I forinthians 4:7 says
that‘you'and I have receivéd absolutely nothing in ouf life that God didn't
éive\to us. | ‘

"So, why is it that we get up tight when God is blessing another believer

‘more than he is blessing us? . God is doing what he wants to do in our lives.

And the iésue,is faithfulneﬁé %o;what)God has given to you. Not trying to
do what yéur brother or sister is doing. That is very, very important.

. £11 men were coming to Jesus. Anq John remainds his’discipleSu "Listen,
a man can receive no%hing-except it<-be given to him from heaven." |

By the way, that can be applied toﬂyour.stewardship'as well. Everything
that you own, all‘;he;possessions in yourhlife,'God gives it to you.

You say, "Wait a migutet I hgve my jop. I make the money. God gave you
the compasite to make money. He gave you the cohpagite to have a job. Just
talk to someone who loses his job. ’ |

The Lord gives, the Tord ta?es-away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
fod is in control of these things. And we have not receiVed anything except

that God permitted us to have it. Cod is working all things like this.

So, John is saying: "Hay, praise the Lord."....D0O YNU FERL THAT WAY?....

(2 ) The second thing that I notice about this principle is that John
acknowledges that he is the one that isn't important anyway.
Vs 28, "You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the christ,

but, I have been sent before him."
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It is Jesus that is\important. Not his workers. And here we find the

pfoblem among believers within the church. Believers resenting what od is
doing in another bglievers 1ife:

s

(2 ) Now, beginning with Vs 29, we find the second issue which is coming

out of the first one of baptism and the problem that developed. The second

‘issue deals with the bridegroom. And I don't kmow of any two verses that have
more things in it for the believer than these two verse. They are great.

Vs 29...John goes on to say.....(Read Vs 29-30)

‘Notice_the 222%%@ of the message. T0O ADD YOU MUST SUBSTRACT. You get
the idea from’ s 30. Three things concérning the bridegroom.

(1%) One. I notlce the relatlonshlp of John to him. He says is llke a frlend.

'«

: " Tet meftake a llttle side trip at this point. Many people see here a
typlcal, symbolloal understanding of John's illustration of a marriage.
That_le/ that ;fbl}e'y Abell‘eye that the brldem is the body of Christ, the
churchs And I bélieve that..
They also See the "friend" of the bridgegroom as a 0ld Testament believer
"ﬂﬂnﬁ%%jﬂﬂ’ Represented by John the Baptist. And I also believe that fact.
| The mafriage supper of the lamb, which is predicted in Revelation 19 to

be a tremendous feast whichg Jesus Christ will host and all believers from

all agaes will be there, will be on earthf at the beginning of God's klndgom

onsgarth. And Jesus will introduce his bride, the church, to all the SSE#
bel@evers of all the ages. The friends of the bridgegromm will be there,

-

" 014 Téetament salnts. And acturally amazed at this Wonderful brlde he has.
(f?“gﬂ*mlgégégﬁhxhat is_ t:ne. But I don't believe that is the main point here.
I thipk John is simplely giving the illustration of the marriage to say one
thing. The-friend of the bridgroom, or the best man, or the maid of honor,
if you like it bette? that way, is ng the most important figure. It is
the bridegroom and”"fhef.bride.

7 The‘point you see is very important to believers. The most important one

is Jesus) not you,..ﬂRJVf/?h¢-
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I have always been amused at certain weddings whexre the best man 1s

better looking than the groom. At least he thinks he is. %b have had some
weddings where the best man has become obsest with how great he looks. And
when you come in from the side door and take your place down in front, here,
he sért of stands out in front of the bridegroom. You know, smiling at all
the girls in the audiance, hoping that he will be noticed...And hereigé Brienc
is getting married.

-The issue, the bridegroom and the bride:. But you see, he is overcome with
the fact that he is all dolded out in this tux. And boy I look great..You
know....He can hardly stand it...He thinks he looks so great.....

I see that all the time. And &t sort of amuses me....
Gvﬁﬂﬂ But you know, as believers we often do that. We forget who is important.
The important one is Jesus. Not the workers. And we miss that, you see, many
many timesFW%hat is John's point. A simple point. Héwho has the bride is the

bridegroom.

(2R) Now, the second thing that strack me is the rejoicing of John, over the

simple voice of&he bridegroom. Wo you realize what this means?
John the Baptist in the wilderness was a great preacher. I mean he cuauld

just thunder out. The Bible says that all Jersualem and Judeaﬁﬁé out to

43;;é himf*zﬁgd now, what is happening?......They are all going to#&égg Jesus.
Quess who was also in that crowd?....John......He went to hear Jesus also...
Did you think of that when you read Vs 29°?

The verse says "that the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice."

There is no question who he is talking about the friend because he says
"this joy of #mine has been made full."

Do realize that John had stood by and listened to Jesus. Watch the
disciples now go after Jesus......Watch the people that He had minister to
go after Jesus.

And John stood by and heard him preach and he said "just to hear him

has made my Joy full."
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And I reflected upon that in my Wown life. And I hope you will also.
Just to stand and hear the voice of Jesus. Your joy will be made full.

Do you know the greatest priority in the believers life is Jesus. There isn't

anythizg%more important. Stand still and listen to Him. WHY A3§WWE SO
Aﬁ%%éf?Y; The answer is found in John 3:29...The reason peopie do not”have
joy is because they are ’not stopping and listening to Jesus.
Paul spent three years in the Arabian dessert. Some people say, "What
a shame." Listen, God knew what he was doing out there.
Moses spent 40 years preparing befgre he took the people of Israel out
of bondage. 86 years ol@ he was at that time. What a sham€, Wasted all those

years. Are you kidding. He didn't wast those years.

Nr, take a look at the home that Jesus so often visited. Bethany, where
Mary and Martha and Lazarus lived. And he went there on one occassion,
according to Luke 10. Mattha is serving the meal. And she is excited.
Hay! the master is coming. Let's get out the himlocks......Ohtll! I sorry.
They were Jews...She is exited. Jesus is coming. And she is busy with the
preparation of the meal and}%ﬁe serving. That is important. But not the most
importantd&a~b

And Yary was setting at the feet of Jesus, listening to Kis voice. That
is all. Martha got all upset. She said, "Jesus don't you care about this
dinner. I mean, if you do, then get Mary up here to help me."

Jesus said, "Martha, Martha you are troubled about so many things.
But there is just one thing that you meed. And Mary choose the best part.

You see, to dﬂk take the time out from your busy, busy schedule to set

down and listen to Jesus is the most important time that you could ever spend
Totl, Tomr et Jere
niinde o Peserad Doyt s

"And isn't it interesting that Mary who sat at his feet doesn't appear

in your day. That is the joy, the sustaining joy.
to be the active ome, yet, over in "ohn 12, Just before Jesus was arrested
we find him stopping once again at the home for dinner. And it was at that
#inner that Mary knew something that no one else knew, including his disciples
And th4t is that Jesus was telling the truth. He was going to die and be burie

_ buried....

~— )
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ﬂ'Do you think the disciples believed that even though they heard it from
Jesus?...Listen, they didn't believe it. And at the time of the corss they
all forsook him. But Mary understood it. One of the few. And Jesus commented
on it. He t@ﬂiﬁ thought it was so tremendous.

What Mary had done was that she took one years wages and purachased some
precious ointment and she purchased that ointment, according to Jesus, for
his burial. In other words, she believed he was going to die. And she
bought all that ointment just for his burial.

But, you know, it was just a few days dow before the cross and Mary was
there in the house and she loved him so much that she couldn't wait. She
broke that bottle of ointment and poured it all over his feet. The tears were
flowing down her face and mixing in with that ointment. She wiped his feet
with her hair.

Judas said, "Hay! that ointment could be sold and the money giveﬁ“o the
poor." But Jesus said, "You have the poor always with you. But you will not
always have me with you." "And let her alone. What she has done is for my
buraial”. And this act of faith will be a memorial for all generations."

One woman showing that she loved Jesus so much she couldn't wait to save
that ointment for the barial. She had to pour it on him now. She jus t had
to deminstrate her hove.....Isn't that a great sgory?

Why did Mary do that? Because she was a woman who learned to set at the

feet of Jesus and listen to him.

Listen,éa%¥§ever, there is a lot of admonish for us here. I don't care

how busy you are, if you don't have time to be alone with Jesus tand to
listen to him, you are never going to have joy in your life.

The happiness of the moment thatéﬁﬂﬂﬁmjpasses away so quickly. The big
weekend, the big outing. It doesn't last. And you and I both know it. But you
just keen trying. Just keep trying to buy haopiness in things. And one day
you will wake up a broken person, empty inside, far away from the chruch and

Christ, no real happiness. No sustaining joy. Why? Bedause you don't know

"~ _where joy is. Joy is in learning about Jesus.
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(BleAnd it is beautiful here in terms of humility. Because the'%%gnd thing

I.notice is the realization of Hohn in Vs 30. That ghprst must increase, but

John must decrease. That is the plan of God. It is humility. And if you
are living for Jesus this is what will hanpena~ *jis Lo

Matthew 11:28 Jesus said, "Come unto me, all you who labor and are
burden dwon. And I will give you rest. Take Qz;yoke(not your yoke) but my

yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart and you will

find rest aﬁ\'your soul."”

So, where_do.you get reast° Where do you get peace? How d#o you have Jjoy?

bast | Ot prnry )ww~w

from %h»tst. Learn from him. And if you do, you will gtearn meekness.
) Gl Ted 20l
You will learn lowliness. You will learn humility...%st, Ebes#S@ bring you

greajjoy mn your life...And great peace miié goniéﬁﬁ%g;eer, ¥ou—rever—daeaned

le. Take the E}me out and set with Jesus. He must increase.

g }1 T o

D

( ) Then in Vs 31 he illustrates this truth in the area of belief. He is

illutrating it in the area of belief. You must believe in Christ. But he

 Hlpac o
shows you how this effects his motivation, his humility of aﬁsést increasinng
and we decreasing. Let me share with you just four things about this matter

of believing.

) 5 A Y
(1 )QQ%} relates to the position of @mi=t, Vs 31 “"He who comes form above is

above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and‘%ﬁﬁia%sof the earth.
He who comes from heaven is above all."

The pdint is: who 1s the one that we should look to? Jesus...Why?.
Because of his position. He is above everything.....Don't you think you ought
to spend a 1little time with someone like that? He is above everytihing...
Number one priority. Jesus is more important than your wife and children.

He is more important than your job. Hess<meresiiipur-tuvm

towtdmsisPereon. And all ofTQﬁ&é priorities flow out of that commitment to
Christ. But, you see, Christ should be nnmber one. He will make your
mariage hanny. He will make your priority to your wife and children greater.
He will make your job more meaningful. He will help you in your witness.
WHY? Becaus%&e is number one....He 1is above all...Do you recognize that in

your life?...0r, has some things gotten in the way....
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(2+) ThJsecond thing that I notice relates to his preaching Vs 32 says, "What

He has seen and heard, of that He bears witness; and no man receives His
witness. He “has received His witness has set his seal to this, that God
is Ag/ true."

You listen to Jesus and you will know that God is true. You really will.
You listen to Jesus and your heart and life 6%2&1 respond...

(3 ) The third thing I notice relases to his power. Vs 34 and 35. Two

tremendous things are said here. Vs 34 says "For He whom God has sent speaks
the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure."

K,)\ Now, for a moment think about who is saying this* John the Baptist...
Why is that important? John the Baptist, according to Luke 1:15-17 was a man
who was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mothers woom until the day he

died. Here is a man who has been controled by the spirit all of his 1life.

l
And yet, he says about Jesus that Tod didn't give the Spirit??z':?§: But he
does to us. You see, the Spirit is God. God almighty. And you have the Holy
Spirit controling you, fine...But, all there is to the Holy Spirit isn't just
controling you.....

Buyy it was in the ~ase of Jesus Christ....Why?.....The Father and the
Son and the Spirit are one in essence and being and susbstance. All the
fulness of God dwelled in the body of Jesus Christ.

Jesus said in his Prayer in John 17 "The Father is in me and I am in him%
On another occasion in John 10"30 he said, "I and the Father are one." He
said in John 14 "He that has seen me has seen the father."”

They are one. Even though they manifest themselves in other personalityes
Thgﬂggig} is: that Jesus ought to be loved. He ought to be worshipped.
Because God didn't just give a measure of the Spirit to Jesus. He is the H.ly
Spirit in a sense. In {%g%é oneness..za:;;e unity....their susbustance...
The Holy Spirit ofééaé was in Jess and Jesus was in the Sprit and the Father
40 in the son and the son in the father...Mystery...But powerful...
And th&t is why we should. look.up to him. That is why we should love

him. That is why we should worship him. Becausse he has all the power in the

universe. Because he is God....
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So you had better think twic when you ignore talking with d&ﬁwghd
listening to his voice.

-~
(2 } The second thing about that power is in Vs 3% "The Father loves the son,

and has given all things unto his hand.” Don't you think we oght to talk to
somebody is controling all things? All things are in his hands.

Stand and listen to the voice of Jesus and you joy &will be full. And
you will know why He must increase and we must decrease. Why? Because he
has everything under his control.

o,
L&mlwéggwthgnwﬁgnglly,aéLr#:relates to his purpose in Vs 36,John says, listen,

you don't believe in me and get saved, "you believe in the son and you will
have eternal life."

Christ came into the world to give us everlasting life. And if you have

‘believed on Are you talking with the one who gave you
everylasting 1ife?

Acts 4:13 Peter and John, fishermen. They had never been to Seminary.
They stood before the Sanhedrian, the hightest ruling body in Israel. They

stood bEfdore that group of learned men with great boldness. Meaning, freedom

of speach. No fear at all. They told that group of men that there was salvatio

g

in no other, but only in > name of Jesus Christ. Not salvation in the
priesthood...not salvation in the Sahhedrian....not salvation through the
nation....But salvation was only in Jewmus...

The Bible says that when those educated men/#4E8¥/ saw the boldness of
Peter and John they concluded one thing:1h%%EY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS..
For ggg’man had ever spoke Zike that...No man ever had authority like he did..
Not even the scribes and Pharisees..

Don't you think it is about time that you spent some time with Jesus?
Start by making a new commitment to Thrist?

You say, what do you mean? Oh, T know what Satan's plan is. Satan's plan

is to get you away from the Word of God. To work on a believer to the point
that he loses his joy. And he is unhappy inside. He has a mess of problems in
his life. And instead of going to the word to listen to the vocice of Jesus,

$to pspend time alone with God, he goes to some human agent...
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He goes to people and seeks their advise...He tries to work himself
’ogt of the problem, He does everything he can and he gets more furstrated.
The joy is fulfilled when you are setting at the feet of Jesus.
Psalms Eé :11 says "in thy presence is fulness of Joy. And at AIIE thy

right hand is pleasures for evermore."

v

And notice the warning.....Vs 36 "He who does not obey the son K£YY/
shall not see 1life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

Let us close in prayer
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