Love

Title: Let's Talk About Ministry
Text: Hebrews 13:1-3
Hebrews chapter 13, please. Hebrews chapter 13 verse 1. There are

notes in your bulletin, and I trust you will use them as we study the Word
of God. Hebrews chapter 13 beginning with Vs 1.

(Read Hebrews 13:1-3)

Praver

For the past few weeks we have been looking at our responsibilities as
chrstians in living the christian life. The Bible tells us to fix our eyes
on Jesus, instead of our circumstances or other people. When testings and
presssures come our way, we were told to consider Jesus who has endured such Hé
hostitlty by sinners against Himself.

Last week we dealt with some exciting practical applications of christian
liveing. We were told to pursue peace with all men....we were éncouraged to
pursue sanctification; and to see to it that no root of bitterness developed
within our lives.'

Now, this morrowing I want to come to another principle which is our
responsibility as a christian to fulfill. AND THAT TIS: OUR SPECIFIC
RESPONSTBILITY (W MINISTERFYO OTHERS. And how that ought to be done.

Vs 1 says, "Let love of the brethren continue."

Now, when you talk about ministry to other people, you might not put this
into a cateogory of a difficult christian problem. But, if you reflect upon
your own life and ministry, I think you can see that it is a problem. One
of the easiest things to do is to cop-out on our responsibility to one
another.

For example....when j;you come to church you are acturally seating as a

spectataor and you are hearing the teaching of the Word of God,



-2-

CAnd it wewkd be possible for you to do this week by week and never once

involve yourself with another christian. And never once do anything to share

Goadd

the that God has given to every believer.
"Brotherly lovel...It is easy to say. But, Paul is not talking about a

N

position. He is talking about a PRACTICE. Something you ought to be doing in

your life. 4 :{, £L4Q&Lu~
(1D) WHAT Isig%gg§;£;¥a5é¥ﬁ? FPirst of all, the nature of brotherly love.

The word "love" is not the same word used in John 3:16 where Jesus said, "God

so loved the world." But, it is the same word Jesus used when He said: "I call
you no more servants, but I now call you "FRIENDS." "Delphia" meaning
"friend”. And "Philio" meaning "love."

The word has the concept of "friendship" or "affection" or "companionship.
It definitely means that two people are involving themselves in one anothers
lives. Let brotherly love continue. It is obviousely a great need among
Christians. It means that continuely we ought to see and experience among
Christians "love and affection."

Let me quickly give you some examples of this love from the Bible. If you
are quick you might turn to these passages....

Romans 12:10... Some examples of how the Bible tells us that brotherly

love ought to be among christians. Affection....friendship...companionship...
one with another. We cannot live alone. MMany of us are alone. b@ are lonely.
Many do not sense that loneliness in others. 4&nd ministry is appling what
Christ has taught us....

Romans chapter 12 verse 10..says: "Be devoted to one another in brotherly

loveu...Loak'at.Vs 9, which is.fhe statemgnt of which the rest of the chapter
Qgﬁggilt. Vs 9 says: "let love be without hypocrisy."

Now, if God's love is not to be hypocrisy then it is going to include
brotherly love...friendhsip, companionship one with another...5¢

Ca il
Turn over to I Thess. chapterrh...And notice what Rew sgys in Vs 9....

I Thess. 4:9: "now, as to the love of the brethern, you have no need for any

one to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another."

—
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Now, if there is one message that is clear from God's Word, it is that
Christians are characterized by loving one another. In John 13 Jesus said:
"by yaur love, will all men known_tﬁat you are my disciples."”

And Jesus as well as Paul'faught that the way love is characterized is
through "brotherly love." Look at Vs 9 again..."Now as to the love of the
brethen.”" That is "Philia" love. "You have no need for any one to write to
you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love(agape) one another." (§9n
ﬁhe two are very much related.

What am' I trying to say: I am saying that our relationship one with

another as friends and companions, meeting needs and ministering is discribed
by God as theg key element ih loving one another. If we truely have the love

of God in our hearts, we are going to ministry to one another. If we don't

have{bod s lqve we w1ll i ourselveﬁ withdrawing and no?{carlng. Anether

1/ V‘ ‘- // r .,. e /.h\' f’g‘ &véwy ﬁe Jr'ﬂ.-—....}) jﬁf ﬁm_{iw F‘)L\f "

I%tlan could g0 down the tubes and no one would really care...

Do you see the point?....Paul is saying in this 9th verse that I shouldn't

even have to write to you about this matter because our Lord taught this. Sam
Some people call this, by the way, the 11th commandment. And Jesus e == R4
that all the commandments were summari#ed into two: "LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD
AND LOVE YOUR NEIGHBORJWHICH IS THE WORD FOR FRIEND, AS YOUR SELF.

The Romans were very much amazed at the love of the Christians. For

example...in the areans as Christians were being feed to the lions, one

Roman historian remarked that as they were about to die, these christians

exnressed, openly, their love for those in the stands.

¢X Another‘thing th&at amazed the Romans was that éhristians would open up
their homes to other christians; and treat them as members of their own family.

This seemed very strange to the Roman culture. Yet, Christians wére Vol

ministering to one another through-out the empite. And it empressed the Romans

They were ama*ed at how the Christians greeted one another. For example the

book of Romans tells us that the earily Christins greeted one another with a

\ holy kiss. This wasn't just a custom of that day....0h, no...the Romans would
\vreet one another with an arm shake to indicate ma501n11n1ty...Bﬁ?&kﬁnﬂ=uxpte

‘!"'h;z'l' +the
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But Peter wrote that the greeting of the Christians was a kiss of love.

WHAT DO ALL THESE THINGS MEAN? I believe €%Z& mean in our contemporary

——

society that we as believers are.being led to think that we can pull away

from one another. e have our individual homes.. wWe have individual bank

~accounts. We separate ourselves in life and practice. One of the hardest

things in the @orld is to find time to get together with people. We are so
busy doing our own‘thing. going our own way.

And it is in this very area that we experience a lot of defeat because we

do not practice a basic principle of 1life: THE NEED FOR ONE ANOTHER.

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth that everyone within the body is
important. And the eye cannot say that It has no need of the ear. Listen,
we need each other. The body must function as a unit. Ministry is sharing

brother love one with another. It is your responsibilyty and it is mine.

,/’
/7 Turn, vnleease, to I Peter chapter 1....P Peter chapter 1 verse 22....

;"Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere

| 1love of the brethren, fervently(which is the word for hot..not cold)

fervently love one another from the heart."
And Peter is saying that this love of the brethren im obeying the truth .

Tt is the ministry ofthe Holy Spirit in our lives. 7&ﬁhﬂ“ﬁfiPurify your souls

ﬁ for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.

Notice 2 Peter chapter 1 verse 7...In listing all the great virtures which
U o 2 i

o

should be part of our life as Christians, Peter writes in Vs 7: "and in your
godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, Christian love.”

| Again it is brotherly love...expressing a friendship, a companionship with

one another.

a—

Now, let's come back to Hebrews 13. Vs 1 says: "Let love of the brethren
continue." The nature of this love is friendship or companionship...a sharing

of one's life, showing affection, treating another as though he or shs nge_g
o} s ’(?; i jan
member of your own family, simplely because he or she is a believaer.(@#ﬁgadﬁf

~You know, one of the excitimg things that I have experienced is that

Klwhere ever I go I find other believers. HBelievers seem to know one another.

S



CFre s

-5

f‘§;§e'&du noticed that? You go to a strange store or another town, and5322¥“*’

| in a market and you find yourself staring at someone. You feel funny. And
they are looking at you...Do I know that person from somewhere...A conversatior
starts and all of a sudden it comes out....HAY, WE ARE CHRISTIANS....I think
that is sort off exciting....No matter where you are it happens.

e,

But do_you know what the world is doipg_gp us? It's getting us to stay

B e —

in our homes and watch the h::b—tﬁbe..don't pay any attention to amy one else.

Go to your job...do your own thing...keep quite....stay to yourself....And it

all becomes me..me...me; and mine...mine...mine. That's the philosophy.

And it effects christians. e begin to have problems. We do need one another.
E"Let brotherly love continue and remain in your midst."

(2D) Now, the need for this love is expnressed beautifully in Vs 2: "do not

negléct to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained
angels without knowing it."

(1E) DNow, in understanding the need for brotherly love, I want you to see it,

first of all, in terms of outreach... "Do not neglect to show hospitality to
!
strangers."” And by'éutreach'l mean "out from your life"....Extending your

life and ministry to others. Do not J# neglect to show hospitality to stranger
Notice, it says: "do not neglect this"....Which meansg: that it is the

easiest thing to do as a christian....It is easy to neglect this...

And. that.is _the. podnt+ if you are really aleipg your life in commitment
to Chfist, one of the easiest things to do is to neglect hospitality to
strangers...

Now{ when you look at #he words, "showing hospitality to strangers, '

you say, "You know, I don't even like to invite strangers into my house. I
usually have a peep hole and say, 'who are you.'"

Oy;‘ This is not talking about strangers in the sense of unbelievers or someone
you ’don't know..As a matter of fact, the root word is the word "guest". ’ﬁnd
‘a guest is usually one who is invited. But, as Thristians would travel from

place to place the regular Inns or Motels of that day were really not very

safe places for a Christian to# stay. They were rough places. f”ar
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And 'sé "Christians throughout the Roman empire were encouraged to invite«ik
other ;hristians to stay in their home.

@3%fﬁﬁ%£‘l John we have an example of a Christian who was repuked by other
Christians for refusing to allow a fellow believer to stay in his home. He

was rebuked.

The word "hospitality" or "entertaining" is simpley the word "to love
strangers"...So, every time you see the word "hospitality" it is the root word
"to love strangers."..And is is the same word found in Vs 1, "Brotherly Love."

And the root of the word stranger is the word "guest." "Loving guest.”
~

>y In terms of outreach, therefore, the Bible is telling us to go outside

ovu
—

of our X immidiate family and receive other christians as guest'%?%huut

e
our home. That is the application for today? ﬁlc‘d,w 24 W

I Peter 4:9 says, "Use hospitality one to another without complaint.”

- I

Without complaint meaning "don't grumble about it." You know, someone comes
to visit you and you say,,"Boy, it is great to have you."....Then, on the side
you say to your wife, "I hope they don't stay to long."....Use hospitality

without complaint.

‘A_—_The Bible says that if the love of Christ is in ypur hearts we are going
to open up our lives and our homes to other Christians. "Do not neglect

to show hospitality to strangers.

(ZE) Secondily, the need for brotherly love is seen in terms of opportunity.

8
'{ingﬁggys, "for by fhis some have entertained angels without knowing it."

Does that mean that we are going to acturally have angeles in our homes?
EEE&,...I believe that is exactly what it means.....

But, also, it is referring to the blessings that will come your way
simplely by being hospitable. There are several examples in the Bible.
Abraham in Genesis 19.........Lot in Genese 19.....Giddeon in Judges 6.

e All were visited byﬁa angels....But, the application is the idea of

vl

unexpected blessings as a result of showing hospitality. You know, you never

give as a christian without, somehow, Yod giving back.....
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Unexpected bkessings....I wander, how many blessings are we missing by not

showing hOSpitality....?And the Bible is telling Christian to open up your

lives to others. Be hospitable...have guest to your home...minister to one
YoU See (b e /,wwew e Qhiiel A WA@M irants Dhaw Ko Tr,

.

another....WHY?....Because you are going to be amazed at what God is goint to

do through that in your own 1life. Unexpected blessings will come your way....

p e I

(3D) Now, let's talk for a moment about the necessity of ministering to

others....Vs 3.."Remember the prisoners, as though in prision with them: and

those who are il1l- treated since you yourselves also are in the body " }ﬂﬁ”:j;

CBPHE, b el or Rkl Codigtd.) = ChWr crber ane Thrcrom s (W ﬁw

S)ne s

talking dbout the necessity of ministering to %@Gh ofther brings. u
[ #vres Adyo Camtie An /./'t.'.-v.--

ey i | ‘ ’.4
e

somefaerere_prﬁ%iesm.... Ajebthns  Jldey fupns frifnin—

(1E) Let's look at it, first of all, in terms of remembering those who are

suffering or in difficult circumstances. Remember. ..don't forget...don't

neglect. Well, how could the christian remember those in prision?
Rasy...they could visit them. %hey coulﬁﬁray for them. They could meet
needs by taking care of there families , etc... [«
It is saying, don't forget those who are believers in christ aho are
suffering and in difficult circumstances/ The word "ill-treated" is the word
for suffering. Yes...we are to pray for them. éut, also, do everyth;ng

possible to show brotherly kindness.

(28) And in terms of relating to them in their suffering, notice, two phrases

in this verse.

(1F) In Vs 3, it says "a though in prison with them". Your KJV says "bond
_/___—_——

with them"...What a great principle because in I Cor 12:26 we read that when #

one member suffers in the body all the members suffer with him. You see, we

are together in Christ. YWe have been made one in the Lord. We share a oommon
life.
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i The Bible says when one suffers all suffer. We are Aﬁﬁf bound with them in

k}\ the Tord.....

' (2F) And the second phrases which you should notice in terms of relating
i, i ATy To Norizs The ploce 23

+0 those who are suffering .s=se,"since you yourselves also are in the body."

wE=

Sy , 15 that talking about the body of Christ?....ggk.it is talkimgg about

your physical body.

The point is" Be understaanding about others who suffer because you

yourselves are not free from suffering. There could be similar troubles in
your life in the future. And you will then need others to minister to you.

Boy, what a teemendous principle that is. We are not free frop/disssets
difficulties and trails and sufferings. It may come our way. And then we
are goiflg to need other christians to minister to us in our time of need.

T don't know whether you have noticed or not but America is really
isolated in terms of suffering Christianity. ﬁi@. we have our own ways of
suffering...physical...emotional pressures when we try to witness...some are
even thought of as wried or different...And Christians are declining} in
numbers, by the way, according to a recent report. WE?8FE7AE7YEAREF7ATMEIEFLRY

He78Pr7ABR?YATEREYNRAGP?EPBAR? Relgious afiliation in American has dropped

549, W7y
to an all time low of {@%. That means that &% of Americans claim to having
SM%

nothing to do with religion. And out-off that &% are all the forms of
religion...not just Christianity. And myabe some day we will also

. . e A : .
experience with so medsyf precious believers throughout the world, direct

physical suffering for our faith. It is going on in other parts of the world.

hy not the U.S. |@.,J/' e ok A Ale (LS. A /34’4/7 T
p pistn LaCisins 9 P ol | Bt I Cd) e
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And that is why this is so important. W®While we have the opporunity of
freedom, let's use it to minister to one another and to testify to our faith.
Let's be.$ervent in and out of season, loving the brethren continuely..

And by our love they(the unbelievers) will know that we are christians....

S



