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Hebrews chapter 11, please. Hebrews chapter 11. We are studying
the subject of FAITH; and how it operates in the life of a believer. And
in this 1lth chapter of Hebrews, we are looking at examples of men and women
who by their lives and the things they did, deminstrated that they were men
and women of faith. So far we have looked at the example of Abel and the
example of Enoch. 1In each of these examples these men did something that
proved that they had faith. And the same thing will be true in our lives.
If we say that we have faith, it will be deminstrated by the things that
we are doing.

So, let's come now to the example of Noah. Hebrews chapter 11 verse 7.

(Read Hebrews 11:7)

Prazer

Now, in this verse I believe we have five things which prove that
Noah was a man of faith. Five ways which deminstrate that he was a man of
faith.

(1 )Number one, it is seen in the revelation he had from God. Vs 7 says:

"By faith Noah being warned by God about things not yet seen."

What does it mean to be warned by God? Did God say to Noah, 'Hay

buddy, you had better watch out?"........ NO! I don't think so.

The word "warned" means 'to transact business" or "to give advice."

It came to mean in religious terms...''divine instruction" or "divine
. . . . qTh
communication. So, it would be proper to translate this!verse as, 'Noah

being divinely instructed or divinely communicated to by God."

0.K. if that is true then the next question would be.."What was the

communication? What did God tell Noah?

Well, verse 7 says "of things not yet seen.:
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gﬁ!}ﬂ what did Noah jJnot see, that God was telling him about? It is
' fon Thice
ring-off amazing if you think sbout iy, God LD H T Theqs

(17) Number one,he told him it was going to rain. Did you know that up

until the time of Noah it had never rained? Now, suppose you had never

seen rain and someone told you it was going to rain., Great! What is it?

We are going to have rain,.And it is going - . to rain so much, that water
is going to cover the parth 15 cubic highter than the highest mountain,
eeceoOhy, yay....It has never rained before...

You know how God took care of this problem of mositure? He watered
the gound with a midst,..You can read about it in Genese chapter 2,

There wasn't any rain until the time of Noah. And Noah is being

1d somethipg that he had never seen. He had never seen it rain,
(@F) Now, if you think this is strange the second one is stranger. God
said to Noah, "Noah, I want you to build an ark," Ah,,,,what's an ark/.e...
"You know, Noah, a boat."
B4y, God, "What's a boat?"

Noah had never seen a boat and God say, "I want you to build a boat,"
And not just any old boat, but a gaint boat.
(3F) And then the third thing was really wild..?Noah, I want you to take

two of every kind of all the animals of the world," (el put Thomin B Lo

Now, can't you imiginy Noah's reaction,..."God, you have got to be
kidding." " I mean, what do I do, whisle and they all come?"

Can you not visionalize what is happening...I am not trying to be
funny for funny sake, I bﬁiiive Noah isjone of the greatest examples of
faith in the Bible...So much sgﬂéhat he, Job, and David, are used by the
proéizzgﬂggbgiémples of men who really knew what faith was all about.,

Noah was an unuswally man,

Now, I couldn't help but realize that Vs 7, when it says "things not yet

seen' it is the same word found back in Vs 1 and translated as "Faith is

the evidence of things not seen,"



=23=Pmim

Isn't that a neat comparison, You could draw a line in your Bibles
from Vs 1 down to Vs 7. By faith Noah, divinly instructed of things not
seen, So that explans Ve 1 to 'me‘.

The evidence, which means the proff, the means of proof of things not

<
seen—é’ faith, WHAT IS FAITH? Does it just come out of your life?

7

I mean’is it 'Gust ?gmsx?ubstance that a lot of people have hoping something
to be so? l:%?::"v&“is based on divine instruction....and that is the
proof in Hebrews 1lliee.e.

Now remember, faith is believing the Word. Accepting its authority.
And the Word rewards you with the faith to believe what that revaealation is.
And this whole chapter prooves that each man was divinely communicated 39.
He received instruction from God. And he believed that instruction.&ﬂ“0‘4313£

Noah was warned by God, divinely communicated to of things he had never
seen., Because it was God and he who comes to God must believe that he .is,
“4nd he rewards those who diligently seek him"ﬁwkQEE_EEEY_EEEE_EE_Ef§~t°
bg’ggue.

You know why a lot of aw don't believe things that are mentioned in the
Bible are true?,...You know why?.....Begause?;;hare not honoring and
acknowleding Gode...God is not first in!oaQ;life....That is why a lot of
beople don't believe the Bible,..They don't acknowledge God., He is not
first in their 1ffef

Tou know what Romans chapter 1 says? Espécial in vs 21 through the
end of the chapter, That if you don't acknowledge the God of creation, and
exaclt him anéﬁhank him, you know what is going to happen? Your mind is
going to go buéerick.....Your reason is going’to, become darkened. And you
thinkimg you are becoming wise by not believing the word, when in turuth you
are foolish, And soon you will exchange the glory of the ;;’ creator for
something you have designed. Then God will give you up to degrading passions,

and the result will be a ruined life...WHY?....Because some where along the

line you decided, that you knew more than God 5;—8@3?
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© Or you can run your life better than God tells you how to run it.

The first most important aspect of faith is to accept the existence and
08
authority ef God, IF GOD SAID IT, IT IS TRUE,..YOU MUST ACCEPT éﬁs AUTHORYTY

before you will ever be able to yuderstand God's Word and apply it in your

\ life. THAT IS THE FIRST THINE I LEARN ABOUT NOAH"S FAITH..

(2E.) SECONDLY, It says in Vs 7 he moved with ' reverence Qumimms,
b

So, I see ¥e faith, also, in the respect he had for what God said...

Now, a lot of us /A,hear what God says, but we don¥t move with gﬁw The
word refers to a Godly reverence that - ',”A“ comes from one receiving
divine instruction. Noah had that divine instruction and now he knew he
must be very cadeful with what God has said,

I wonder if we feel the same? When you read some verses in the Bible

that telly you about something you should do jm your life, Do you receive

that with Godly reverence?......If you have “tm#ie faith, that is how you Cud!
f “Thes I8 es

receive it. Wmm This is God's Word, WeveleZiin

And so you move with reverence, You act with a Godly reverence. A reverece
el

that say: Hay, God is right. Thaiis-wépht, TZ%% is. the touth, I had

better be clareful that ' I don¥t violate God's Word.

(3#) Thw third characteristic of Noah's faith is seen in the response he

Hn 0w khads He @z,T}J -
gave to what God had said, of
a5
And Jjust like all the he did something to prove his faith, %‘L

did he §o? Vs7: HE PREPARED AN ARK FOR THE SALVATION OF HIS HOUSEHOLD.,
Tﬁé number one object lesson of Noah's life, to prove his faith, was
he prepared an ark for the salvation of his household. ...

"'/The word “prepared" comes from a root word "to build,." Mmeans that

b he went at it......He didn't say: God, I am just going to set here and

?}Zm build the arke....I will watch how you put it together...

No,God said ..You bulld the arkee...
And many of us whuld say: O0.,K God, but first show me the drawings.

Or just show me what a boat looks 1ike..._&
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I tell you what, God, I will ask 33 people this week and if they say you
are right, I will 4o iteeees
You see, a lot of us do the same thing., We run around and ask for
advice when God simply says "do it,"
Do _you have faith? He who comes to God must believe that he is and
WM
that he rewards those who diligent seek him out. SEEK HIM OUT,...NOT

OTHERS OUT.,.BUT THE LORD.....When you go to the Lord with that kind of
trust and confidence at what he says is right,God is going to reward your
life.....The Bible $esdsiist....He is going to reward you...He will £ill
your life like it can't be filled in any other§ way, because your confidence
and trust is in him and his authority.

In 2 Peter chapter 2 and verse 5 we learn that Noah d4id prepare an
ark and he preched to his generation everything that God had told him,
It took Noah 120 years to build that ark. That was no easy tast....And he

preached all the time while men mocked him, gnd laughted at him,

Hay, Noah what are you doing? I am building an ark...What is an ark?
Well, it is ahuge boat...What is a poat? Well, it is something to carry
apimals and people in....What for? We are going to have a flood? A WHAT?
A flood....How are we going Fo get a flood? It's going to rain? WHAT"S
RATNEY oovwsmes

Can you not visionalize people wanting to ’call for fthe white coats.
This Noah has really flipped his 1id....You know how many people believed
Noah?eeeee8eeeeeAnd I am really not sure about 7 of theMeaeos

We forget that gometimes.. I believe God honored Noah's faith in

%’ettﬁng his family in the ark. I looked and looked trying to find one
pgssage that indicated something on thier part.....I think that were
inecluded in the passenger list of the ark because of the faith of Yoah,

Noah believed God and built that boat and preached about God's
Judgment; and preached about righteousness by faith, Read 2 Peter.

i



[ And the sad thing is that no one listaned to him,
(48) The fourth why in which I see Noah's faith is seen in the relationship

he had with the world about ~him*®
¥ ou know if there is one issue that is destroying Faith in our day
a3

and ag%/is{ﬁf%t}ompromise with the world around us., It is eating the
heart out of our faith and confidence in the Word., You cannot watch a
week of just selected programs on T.V. without suffering the effects of

those programs hitting at your confidence in God's Word., It is happening

all the fime. You can't read a newspaper without the articules pulling out
of your heart,confidence in the authority of God's Word. People are
tearing it down every single day of our lives.

Let's look at Noah, He had the same situation., The whole world is

against him, And the Bible says in Vs 7: "by which he condemned the world."

Meaning: his faith condemned or judge: the world, He judged the woxld
by his faith., He preached the messagijthey didnot responsed. And his 'h

testimony was a condemnation to the world about him, o‘;%yﬁaﬁyf,'
So oftegfwe compromise instead of standing true, for what the Baple
;éays. We are embarrased, we are '; afraid, we are not bold in our
'witness.i And T often think of Noah. Noah)the only man in his day, who
- was found righteous, Noah found grace in the eye of the Lord, says Genese
6:8 because Noah was a just man, perfect in his generation...meaning:
"plameless" and ...he walked with God. HE WAS A MAN OF FAITH, HE WALKED
WITH GOD, HE TRUSTED GOD. HE BELIEVED GOD OF THINGS HE HAD NEVER SEEN

BEFORE&LSAnd I must believe God the same way...l have never seen eternal

lifesesssl have never seen forgiveness of sins., It is a spiritual reality.
I cannot show it to you in the physical realm,
I don't know jabout the resurrection of jgthe body, except in the Word.

I have never seen it happen...l don't know abotut heaven. But, I see it

recorded in the Word.... (GO 7 éwd’(:&u» . po -



s

All the things I am lookimg forward to, I have never seen,ﬁfzings1ﬁ
f@&@iﬂ I am experiencing mow, I have never seen...WHY DO I BELIEVE THEM?
| BECAUSE I BELIEVE IN GOD AND HIS AUTHORITY, AND THE WORD OF GOD IS A
1 COMPLETE EXPRESSION OF THAT AUTHORITY¢AND I AM RESPONSIBLE TO IT AND
| ACCOUNTABLE FOR IT....,FAITH RESPONSES 70 (Bodd Weceloto
He who comes to God blieveg that he is and that he will reward those

who dilegently seek hiMeceeeoe

It is a very important issue. And if you are here and you are
struggleing with faithﬁit is becuause you are not actknowledging the
; existence, the power, of God himself. He IS NOT FIRST PRIORITY, That is
k;y@y you are not experiencing faith in his Word. Very important.
(5E) And the finally way we see Noah's faith is in the righteousness he had.
According to Vs 7 he 'became an heir of the righteousness which is according
to gaith," ot kb
The word "became"”ﬁeans "at at moment of time. " You don't grow into
righteou%figg;;.lbu don't do the tight things and thereby become righteous.
became‘;t a moment of time., And in the contxt that moment of time
happened when he 4 §§§i-®d to build the Ark, When he responsed to what God
had said...Then, bang....at that moment.,.he became an heir of the
righteousness which is according to faith.
Not righteousness by works.....The thing that saved Noah was ggﬁ the

building of the ark, but it was the moment he responsed to“qufsuigsﬁructipn

to do it, At that moment he yas saved.
2 LS

Abraham was saved the same way.. Sﬁwas Enoch...S50 was Able...And so

e ee————
are we...Everyone of us are saved the same way, The moment we believe what
God said. If you believe Godywhen he said that Jesus paid for all your
sinnes, and you believe that when he died on the cross he paid for your
sins, at the moment you believe the account of the resurrection is ture el
Jesus arose from the dead, and the moment you believe that Jesus is God and
he jis coming back again, the Bible says the moment $ you believe that you

are saved.
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If you confesss with your mouth shat Jesus is Lord, and you believe

with your heart that God raised him from the dead, the Bible says, you

will be saved.
Let's close with a word of prayer
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