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Join me in a moment of prayer

Father, we thank you again, for the privilage of fellowshiping together,
xnd studying your Word., I pray that you would keep us as only your Spirit
can do. And I pray that you woulcd apply your Word to our lives; and that
our mincs might be open to your truth; and our lives would be cdifferent

because of it. We thank you for it. In Jesus name...Amen.,
G W%

Salvation by grace. It is hard to‘%%@fa theme llke that., Lot
ig €.

(163 I want do start of with the Person that makes %&-nos ible. Because a

lot of us have the icdea that salvation is based upon something that we cdo.

‘N”Wy%%sv L whesasdd starts off with "BUT GOT?, you are_eeelng a contrast between

who He is and what we are. / In~ the oréer of these verses it is really only

f%(’one sentense from Vs 1 through Vs 10. Anc 1n the ordethg_; says "And you!
( Then in Vs 4 "But God"...
i You can't miss it if you look at it in that way. And you, dead, walking
55) accorcding to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power o
1 the air, lést of your flesh, am@ so on ané so forth...
You were that way...
~But God is refferenxee..Pralse the Lord.
; ~.fau knoijgthod wasn t 61fferent.n9nvgf us. would .he saved —=ﬂ§%§%§§%...
o SHLve T ]Z1L¢ ks Posshle o (--

BEE=8r>", .. ..The person who makes 'th«;_—s.,nnqcn e_is very much different f’Y‘om
' : j F’ff\d AE b o/mm ’
f%{ I would like you to notice that the main ehaasa¢er that

displays towards us is that "he is rich in mercy.” If it were not for God's

mercy, we would all be consumed on the spot according tof Lamintations3:22.
In other words, if God wasn't holding back from us the wrath and punishment

that we all deserve for our sins, we would be sapned, right where we are,
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Just setting here God's judgement would fall upon us were it not forbﬂ&

f ‘." f .‘,‘J
mercy. NWL e
Grace is giving to us what we o not cerserve and cannot earn. And mercy
— i -
. . N"_..« " : : e g Ao F
is holding back from us what we do deserve, LA, -~ e

;llugﬁgaﬁiggi In the Holy Place of the Temple of the Tabernacle there is
a mercy seat, a slap of Gold over the Ark of the covenant. Ve call it the
mercy seat. The angels of judgement are looking over that mercy seat, They
are looking down on that Ark in the sense of "od's judgement.” Once a year
on the day of atonment, the Hahg Priest nlace the blood to appease the %ﬁﬁy
wrath of God. To satify the wrath of Cod against a sinful people.i%gz call
it the mercy seat. Anqﬂgvery year it had to be cdone again because Gocd was
holéding back his wratg;jﬁ%ggkday came when they no longer celibrated as
(tfod wanted them to. No ionger pictuared substitutionaryf sacrifice. They
began to hecome involved in idolary andéfalse gods were established thegmgse:
throughout the land. And finally, as 2 ?hroncileé%%ells us, "God brought
his judgement. No longer could his wrath be appeasec or satisfied bechuse
his neople did fint trust in the real %#EZ for @ﬂﬁ? thexrr sin,

The same thing is true of us. The wrath.of God is abiding already on
the unbeliever., The only thing that cén satisfy God is when we trust the
finished work of “hristaw- Ve

S0, his characteristic...He is rich in mercy. I am glad He is not broke.
Aren't you? ﬂ#ﬁ? Because I sure do need mercy.

You know, people often say:“You christians have some god! If you don't
believe in Jesus then it seems that Gocd is going to send us all to Helllliygr

And you know, there is a big cdifference between a christian and a person
who says thatilili! The jnerson who makes stataements like that obviousely
believes that God isn't fair or just,forAsendingwyou‘~tofHell. While a

christian is not looking for Justice. Because a christian knows that if

‘ justices, he would be in Hell. You see, a
christianﬁk&ﬁ is looking for mercy. We want God to hold back from us what

we really deserve......

N
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sometimes, ev®mwa christian fail to understand that the only reason

God cdoes not judge us right on the spot is because He is rich in his mercy.
And I praise God for it. Because we all need his mercy.

(£?3 There is another thing that realy hite me about the nerson who makes
salvation by grace possible. It is all rooted in the coggiision that é@i
deminstrated the moment Jesus died. Lokk at Vs 4 again., "But God, being
rich in mercy,because of(or on accound® of) His great love with which’He lovec
us."

Now, it is true that God continues to love us. But that is not what Vs 4
says. It says "HE LOVED US". That is referring to a point in time in the past
He is referring to the cross.

ﬂﬂ“‘l In I John 4 we are remainded that God loved us at that moment when

die mThe Qe
hQSént his son to e our-merer—semt for our sins. WhenzChristsoted, God
cdeminstrated his love to us in a way that could never be seen in any other
way.

Ané notice in Vs 4 it says "His great 1love." Ancd that is a tremencdous
blessing. Because I realized whess¥erse-t=jd.sgid.abows~me, That my sin is
great. And in contrast HIS LOVE IS G:EARs Thatis so wonderful.

Vﬂgﬂsin is so great and é&ﬂél God still loves me. Ancd nothing is more
re-assuring then that.

You get up in the morrowing and maybe you feel down and no one cares

about you. Yet, you have that re-assurance that Go¢ cares...He knows every

thing about you. And he still loves you. It just blows my mind.

GoT,..LOVEE....US... smather2, Are el SEna 7 e s
A!!)o'o.oooaut /‘} [‘
MA ’AL;‘
Salvation by grace. It is only nssible, naawde, because of Goc's great

NO Codhirrs
love. No limitations. It-is—just=me~den@wstic. And his graat*love was.

demingtrated the moment Jesus died on the cross....Praise the Lord...

NP

0.K., the person who makes salvation possible is not us. We @enlt save

ourself. It is God.

Q¥ Now, look at the nroblem that is solves. In Vs 5 we read "even when

is
we were ded@it,
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He could have choosern-any--ef-the.digeribtions- of-Ve~F—gt-—that-point, to

rmaind us of our sin. To say even though we were walking according to the
course of the world....Or...Even though we were in the lust of our flesh....
He cdidn't. He choose "death."

{
‘He,when we were dead, God being rich in mercy show his great love.

Unresvons1ve to God..dg§ able to respond to Him. .. ALK L adm
5 s "y

Eaf A2
ab6id hlm...

A«Lw' " "

‘ean. Our sins have separated us from Gocd....Theee is no
o ————

response in our hearts, yet. BUT GOT STILL LOVES US. It is fantastic.

)
‘his remainds us of Vs 1 .."You were Head in your trespasses and sins."

z / I%J,D[ sAI" 7 ‘):_x‘ e Ao _;L ,‘I '
Mol

Vo
ﬁ?@/ A0 YTowk et the power this salvation by grace works in our lives.

.

(r\There are three verbs here which tells us about this power.
Vs 5 says "Made us alive together with Zhrist"
Vs 6 says "rabsed us up with Him"
And‘ﬁhe‘laspﬁgartenf Vs 6 "seated us with Him in the heavenly places.”
I would like to share several things with you about these verges.

(1 ) First of all, every one of those verbs happened at a moment of time.

God has made us alive....God has raised us un....and God has seated usS....
gﬁﬂw It is already cdone. It is finished. Praise the Lord.

(2 ) The secand thing that strick me is each of thosgp%gquire someone
acting unon us to make it havpen.....Do you see that?

0y

Goé¢ made me alive....God raised me up.....Cod seated MEass

(3 ) And_a_ third thing that hite me abowe—bhat is that at the end of each

of those verbs is a preposition in Greek meaning "together.”...It is also
translated "with”,

Look at Vs 5..."made us alive together with ‘hrist....

Vs 6.."He raised us up with Him...And he dseated us with. ,ﬁﬂﬂ'

ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂryw
The point is...that thlsfwould never had happanecd if it were not for Jesus.

All of this has happened because it has been done through Chrlst..5

a/‘ aIH 'u‘*f‘f-"ﬁ/J»l e u.-‘ o ? v L: g
We are in him....a secure pnosition.... 2 uf '

\ / . Next, notice where your true residence is?.... Did you notice that....
!’\
? NI am seated with him where?...."IN THE HEAVENLY PLAES.",.

.« o
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Now, I acdmit that‘ﬁéﬁ'are taking that by faith. iﬁﬂ?are trusting what
Goc¢ says about é%%.ﬁjééﬁbére seated with him in the heavenlies.
ﬁf%ﬁ;éimigniﬁwycuﬂhave a_problem, as & do, with "down he¥s.” Philippians
3:20 says that our citizenship is in heaven. Our true resicence is up there

Have ¥7ou ever heard someone say, "He is so heavenly minded that he is
no earthly good." Tﬁyfy

I'o you believe that?....I don't believe that at all....The e of the
scrioture is that if you are heavenly 6min6ed, you will be of earthly good.

We are to set our minds g? things abave where Christ is seated at the
right hancé of God. Ancd here it says "seated with Him in”the heavenlxﬂﬂ
places.” At his right hand. The place of nowey’ld %;igi security. The
nlace wheare Jesus is. Because I am in Jesus. And my ﬁposition is up there
with Jesus. /%ﬂuﬂ'éu&

//f Now, another thing about this that hite me. I am seated. And as I

stu; died about the furture, my relationship with God in the future, I noticec

/ the following things:

I

¢
(1 )There are vassages that tell me that I am going to stand before wod,.

(2 ) I notice, also, that theee are passages that have me serving God.
(3 ) Also, there are nassages that say that I am going to fall dowdand
worshin him., |
Yet, this vassage says that "I am seated with Him." NOW, WHAT IS THE
r POINT?....Turn over to Hebrew, please. The book of Hebrews chapter 1:3....
ﬁﬂ}} I have been macde alive, spiritually. I have been raised up from the dead..
f I have new life in Jesus...And I have been seated in the heavenly places...

Now, I have shared this with you before. But it is gool to remember,..

In the ancient tabernacle where the Hebrew Priest served Goc¢, there were no

W,(\w

chairs. Now, isn't it mice to gome to church and have all tirws Hiece pews

while you listen to this guy in the phblic sound off....You know, it is nice
to seat here.,....But, listen, in the Tabernacle there aren't any chairs..

f No body seats cdown....The High Priest never seats down.....

N
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/ And there is a very important point. Why doesn't the Priest ever seat
down? You would think that he would get tirecd doing all these sacrifices...
Never taking a coffee break....

And the noint is obvious.?ﬁé&% WORK IS NEVER LONE...Atonment was never
comnleted. To }you understand?......It is #antastic. There is no chair..
He never seats down....Z2very year on the cday of atonment he has to come
back..And every cday he has to offer the individual sacrifices for the peoples
sins. It never endec. Until...Jesus Christ died once for all. Ané the

Bible says that Jesus "hrist cleansed you j;and he sat down. It is dowme..

It is finished...
Y Now, the neat thing is that when you and I become christians, we are not
w# only macde alive, not only resurrected, but WE SET DOWN WITH JESUS..

Anéd a lot of us, I have the feeling, mental have just gotten un out off

the chair andé are running around tryaing to prove to God that we are worthy
of his grace....Now, you nrobably don't co that. But some people dol

They have so much quilt in their life that they are trying to atone for
it. 'hen the truth of the matter is that you need to rest in the Lord, and

just set down. We have already been seated ﬁ‘l wtih Jesus, postionally.

Thatk Go¢ for it. It is cone. It is finished. Aren't you glade/?

| (AMENULL. .. Let's hear it...Amen) ;
C“jgj) 0. K (liﬁlf come back to Ephesisans Vs 7. What is God's purpose behind

P le v s
aelfy wnliy <7 I mean, why 616 He set this thing un? Salvation by Grace! All of

A God and nothing fromf man? WHY DIl HE DO THAT? &

ﬁwa In Enhesians 2:7 %Hasays "in order that(there is your reason) in orcer

\

xklnﬂness towar? us in “hrist Jesus." 7/J

;\
Y
L

| I don it know lhow you relate to that verse?....But as I studied it and

that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in

.'-j o ,.‘;‘-‘ B Y}f_} « ./\ 7 P ;

p———

thought about it, I keep asking why?.....WHY, LORL, DO YOU WANT TO LO THAT

|
(P FOU ME?.++1 am thankful. I am saved. I am going to heaven. But, this verse

is saying that Gocd, forever, is going to keep on showing me his wonderful

!frace and his kindness, WHY LORD!!!! WHY? ’
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The answer to that question lies with God...It doesn't lie with me. Tt
is found in Goﬁ.ﬁfﬁ;& God, are you going to conthnue to show me your grace
and love? -And the answer is in God. Goc¢ will show it for himself. It bring

him glory. It brings him nraise for us to know how surpassing riches is his

~ grace toward us.

Man! you talk about a God of love. God loves us that much. I cdon't beliex
we can understand the denth of this verse. But I praise Jod it is true.

An¢ I look foreward to that day when I shall know the depth of God's grace.

\_égg we shall know that salvation 1s of the Lorc. anc not of man...

Verses 8 and 9.

P

Now, let's come to these

"Tor by grace yuu have been saved through whH3ap"....FAITH....
Friends, there is a prerequesite of having salvation by gracae. And it is

FAITH. This nassage says "For by grace you have been saved through faith; an

that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not as a result of works, that
no one should boast." 7

How many of you really believe that faith is a £ift from Goc2.eeeervern.
You are all wrong. Dic¢ you know that? 1Isn't that terrible?...

One of the most misunderstood princinles is Ephesians 2:8. Great cdoctaine
and oneinions of christians have been built on this verse. And there is one

o dat ) forpl vuhe Gt Dt Guw T
simple mlstake......Look at the verse carefully....

"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselve
The whole neint centers around the word "Egé?". You see, m%5%7§eonle refer
the worcd "that" back to the word "faith". But it cannot be. Because in
Greek it is in a different gender. It refers back to the word "grace."

You see, %k&is not saying that "faith is not of yourself; that faith is
a gift of “od; that faith is not the result of works. He is not saying that.

The word "tggg" refers to "gﬁiie"' Th&t you are presently in the positon
of having been salved by grace. It is salvation by grace that is the gift
of Gor anr?f:‘not of yourself. eﬁp&lw

*Anﬁfthat is why falth is essential. Eiifﬁ.ls a channel by which you

accept what God alone can ¢o. And it is not of you. Not of you at all.
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. Let me show you something. In this gﬁ}is telling us why #aith is essentia’

% i i i AndeM

“ihy? Because salvation by grace is number,one not of yourself. two,

/ )

7 salvation by grace is a gift of God. You cannot pay for it. You cannot earn
it.&*ﬂ%wnnot do anything to deserve it.
Y And#third, salvation byf grace is not of works. There is nothing you can
¢o in the way of good works that would earn yo4salvation by grace.
L Anc¢, fourth, no one should boast because of it. Why? Because it is all

of God., It is all by grace. R T T

«F.

e —o—— e v
Now, let's look at /faith @gainﬁf..Many times people will say, "I sure hope

I have enough faith to belisve this".

That statement in itself reveals its weakness as faith. Cocd is QEF saying
that you can be saved if you can only believe enough. If jyou can only be
strong enough ﬁto hang on, you can be saved. That is not the meaning of Biblica
faith. Some neonle see faith in a vacuum. Like WK wisling in the dark.

"Boy, you sure neecd faith in this world to get along." ‘

The very worcd faith demands an object. And it is not i%e faith that saves

you. It is Christ who savaes you. Faith is the channel....

S AET 98 R S

st o —
Let me 1T1ustrate.' Let's say some one comes to you and offers you 1 milli

mllllon dollars, fﬁﬁiﬁwsgawﬁnow the person only makes 5,000 dollars a year.
I I doubt séifgﬂgélv if you would place a great cdeal of faith in that man.
r& But, suppose a guy come to you and says, "Hay, I am going to give you
10 dollars. All you have to say is I love you." And he shows the 10 collars
to you....And you responcd...."Man, I love you. Give me my 10."
) How can you put your faith in that?..He-could grabe it and take it away
LrOm YOUeens oo T
Let me give you amether illustration......This is a chair!....Everyone
beligve in the chair?....How many of you really believe that is a chair?....
0.K.....WE are right on target this ﬁ%gigﬁlng. |
Now, let's suppose I was a sales men selling you %%e chair. This is a
fantastic chair.‘ﬁ1 will hold you up. I garantee it.

Now, if you have sat idohter chairs you would probable take my word for

it. That is a good chair....It has good gquality.....ané so forth....
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And you believe that is a chair. Now, I ask you, is that saving. falth in

the Bible?....NO, it is not.
A lot of people have the same kind of reation towards Jesus “hrist. You
believe he lived? Of course, doesn't everybody.

0.K. let me show you what saving faith.is. (go over and set in the chair,

I Jjust exerised saving faith....WHY?....I entrusted myself to the thing that

Semeemer

I said I believe it, the chair......

What holds me un? My faith?.....No,qjhe chair....

When we apply this spiritually. the éhair is Christ. Not my faith...
A lot of gfﬁre suggleing with %christian experience because Mhink it is
depended upon ?dpﬁébility to keen on believing. O0h, no it isn't. God coesn't
base salvation on your ability to believe. He bases it on Ris own grace, He
gives to you what you do not cdeserve or cannot earn or cannot work for. It is
salvation by grace alone. You must believe and put your trust in what the

Bible says about Jesus. That Jesus and Jesus alone saves you.

Aﬂﬁéﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁAC&@&V%%%A&&@&V%%ZlhﬁﬁﬁV%%ijﬂ&/ﬁL/

Friends, salvation is $f God. It is not Af man. And oh how we need to

AN -

f' learn this...J/Bacause I am tired of the boasting about how great we are in our
. e
vast 1life and how God really got a blessing when he got me, and all of this
Junk. I am tired of these tesitmonies. I wish folks would get around to the
truth. It is God who works in you both to will and do his good pleasure,
Let's start praising the Lord. T wwas really bleassed with a testimony
s Qotd  Houn
5 that I heard recently. The boy testlflng said: He said: Anythlng that I have
K&_; done, is not worthy jto be on the same plateform with whai:ﬁk?ﬁhas done."
And I thought tot myself. "Boy, you have it." "Anything that I have done,
is not worthy to be on the same plateform with what ﬂé”K;s done."
And I believe th#t a lot of us forget this wonderful truth. Salvation is
by God's grace. And I have not done anything tof earn it or deserve it.
3 ) But, there is a marilous plan behind all of this. A marilous plan.

Vs 10 says "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them."
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_Notice, first of all, that s is based upon God's work. We are his

workmenship. The Greek word is the word PO'AMA". And from this word we get
our word "POEM,.,.And to me that is wonderful. I am God's poem. I am a little
love message....I kinéd 6ff like that....

P SN
‘ Turn over to Romans 1:20 and let show you another poem, Romans 1:20...

Goc¢ has another poem that he wrote. And it tells us something about God. Just
'as surely as we tell folks about god through what he has done in our life.
| Vs 20....(Read Vs 20)

6#/{ Now, that little phmase "what has been made" is the Greek worcd PO'AMA...
|

XPnem...In other worcs, the universe that God created is a poem. “nd it is givig
;us a message about God. His eternal power and divine dature.
It coesn't tell you everything. But it does tell you something about God's
greatness. And about his power as you look at the universe. That is one poem.
But Ephesigns 2:10 Bays that I am His poedFecause I have been saved by
the grace of God.
People look at you and they say, "Hay, man, there is no way you deserve
to be a christian.”" And the answer is: "That is right!" "I sure don't".
Or, veople say, "Hay, I know what he is like. Do you mean to tell me that
he is a christian?"
Salvation by grace is God's noem.‘ Ané he loves to take someone who people
say is unreachable and save him....
Have you ever thought that about someone? you look at someone and say,
"There ®s no way that that person will ever be saved."....
I thikk God smiles when he hears that. And saysw, "Just watchl"...And God
saves him....He reaches downd with his grace and transforms his life....
Salvation by grace is based upon‘ﬁis work.

But”it is also based upon his will ...Vs 10 says "prepared beforehand"....

You see, God coulcn't wait for you to make the decision. That is what a lot
of folks think. That as soon as yw MMMﬂV cesicde, then God begins to work.
OH, NO...CGod nreparec this ahead of time. He knows what we are like. Anc
God layec out the whole plan ahead of time. This is in God, He is cdoing it. !
Iz

It is rooted in his love and his grace and mercy. Ancd he planned it ahead o
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Ang’it is also based upon another great truth for christians. It is based
on our walk, Don't you believe that Goc¢'s plan ends with your salvation.
There is something that He wants to see happen in your life.
According to Vs 10 we were created in ‘hrist Jesus for good works....

2 Xorinthians 5:17 says that if any man be in christ, he is new creation. 01¢
things are based away. All thing are becomeing new." . Mjuﬁ#
It says in the last part of Vs 10 "that we should walk in them. " M7
“on't misunderstand what i have saic today. Some people hear this salvation

by grace and feel that they can go out and sin or cdo anything they want to.
Oh, no...that is not God's plan....The Bible teéches over and over again that

there is temporal j 6gment to the one who believes they can @o on sinning.

2
aﬁgpiﬁf o geye that 1f you are really born again, the proof of that is that

yygur life will procduce good works...And he designed it. He planned it. And we
will see it. Theee will be productivity in life which prooves that God, himself
has extendecd his grace towards us.

And ¢Qﬁuu7notice this finally point, here, “hristians. It hite me that
this whole thing is organized around salvation by grace. Ancé the last..ssksw

statement is: that we should walk in them.

Now, put the two thoughts together. I cannot walk as a chrisstian esx
except as I ﬁiﬁibsee it in saivation by grace. Do you understand?

“olossians 2:6 says, "As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
you in him." You see, my christian 1ife anc¢ the procductivity of it is also
the result of God's garace. Not the result of self-effort or self-achievement.

Bt
e to get away from God's grace. ..And

Ané how easy it is for the
we think it is dependent upon us. Friends, it is all of grace....

’”’ Paul learned that lesson. He haé a sickness that he ask Gocd on
three different occassions to remove. But God cdidn't. And he said to Paul,
"My grace is sufficient"...

Friends, do §Yyou believe that His grace is sufficient to sustain you in

every need, at every time, and in every prohlem?

"My grace is sufficient because my Qﬁhkifﬁﬁy streng lS-anu erfect in
w/ [ fot 4 Wa.yﬂu
your weakness." God's grace from beginning to-eaﬁd.....(‘LO x IN AYFR)



