4th in a Sgéries on Pronhecy Pnrodhecy

Title: Occult
Text: I Timothy 4:1-2;  Deuteronomy 18:9-12

The future has always had a strange fascination for people, It has
baken many forms through the ages - fortunetellers, witches, soothsayser,
palm and tea leaf readersf”sorcerers. Today, just as the Bible provnhesied,
we are having an epidemic of "deceitful spnirits and doctrines of demons."

Originally astrology and horoscove reading was done by Babvlonian
priests for the kings. Then the Greek and Romans adonted the nractice,
and during the superstitious liiddle Ages it swept throush Furone,.

Luther called it a "shabby art," but many universities of his day had
professional chairs of astrologye. It faded during the rise of rationalism
but since the turn of this century there has been a consistent increase

in its followinge

The Spiritualist Church in /American was founded in 1906, Since that
time as.rogy has grown into a household word. Leading magazines, newspapers
all dignify this fraud by showing beautiful color nictures of the signs
of the zodiac and informing readers and listeners of the assumed
implicaetions of the names.

Horoscone reading is so widesnread in this cointry todgy that most
dsily newsnapers have a horoscone column., Thousands of neople would
and will not start their day without first consulting their horoscone

to find out whether it is going to be a good or bad daye The pure joke

O

f this whole thing was exnosed resently by a certain local newsnaper,
This newspaper , due to the absence of fresh material, desided to run
back issues of the coluun. They did this, and although they had over
1009000readers, they did not receive one complaint until the 22 daily
fraud was printed. Till GULLIBLE ARE VILLINGLY DECEIVED AND THE CULT IS
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A quiet "Blessed Be M nasses between two peonle as thev slivp out
of their neighbor's home late at night. They are brothers in witcheraft
wishing each other well until their next sabbat.

"Heil, Satan, Our Lord and Ilaster," is chanted by hundreds in a dark
roou; #Ad# enother vetition has been offered by wveonle who have given
theumselves as g "living sacrifice"f to Satan.,

"Now, wait a winute, preacher," you might be thinking, "You cin't
teill me that civilized, educated neonle of this centmry still »ractice
vitcheraft or really »ut faith in those metanhysical thought natterns
or worshin Satan. That sortd of thing went out with the witch-hunts
nearly three hundred heors ago oM

SUt when you start reading your nevwsoaner or tell to £# e teenager or
look in the window of & Lookstore you begin to realize that reople
belicve in cie occult. .nd you conclude that th- rels Hion of the occult
is spreading everywiere.

The lews media gave quite & wides read cover=aze of a Satanic wedding
cereriony in San Francisco in Februare of 1967, It seamns nouancemloed

o
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Jjournelist married ¢ former lew York society figur= vt a nude woman
s an alture The man who calls hirself the "first wriest of the Satanic
Chureh™ exslained tlat the nude Psymbolized the temnle of the flesh, the
earthly passion, & sorthly indul;eice,
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o Li Vey, Toundsr of tie Churc: of satan, conducts worshin

purroscly intended to stimulste hunon luste & goes b the title of

'r,

Eleclk Pope' and claims a mewbersiin of 10,000,
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TL L ma_asite, June 19, 1972 descries a Uu.Se [y ofTicer 1o i
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& Lourth-de ree satanist oriest, & nember of the 3Jutante Churceh ‘Council

AT & large nidwestern university, @ co=ad am:ousched the librarian

and ssked where she could 7ind books coout wltches. Mihet do vou went to

Imow abo t witches? asied the libraric "T srant to knos how to hacore
1 R ? 6) ,0&&‘5 M(y/
one," shie dnsvered, 99 ¢

NEUSWEZK, lugust 16, 1971: "Today tens of tlousands z2cross +the L, 1=,
sotie of thei niddle-class zdults with advanced unive: sity degrees -
are dabbling in Satenism, witchcraft, voodoo and other frrms of bluck
or white magic...But & sood deal of tle exnerirentation results from
plain biind feith in Soatenic novier, which sometires roduces acts of
violeice and sexe."

Lccording to nress re~orts 5, the women arrested in the ~ruesome 1969

L.

daron Yete murders obeved Charles !enson as "god" and "satan," FTheir

victins! mutilated bodies were corved with X" merks, a black magic Signe
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7 urahai, on a crusade telccast November 29,1971, said, "Richty

o

percent of the voung peonle in Great Rritain have been in touch with
witches and wvizards."

The occult is decentive, cople, convinced thet it ie Christisn., or
at least religious, are drawn iito it becouse tiier ere fooled by the use
of femiliar 5ible quotations or religious terminology.,

Frarma

Susy osSwmith, in TODAY'S U LTCHES, tells of three church-going "Christian"

3111 the husband of onec of the WOIMeI o

’..l v

wiio prayed to the Lord Jesus to

)
=

They took seriously the words of Jesus "where two or three e gathered
together in my name," and agreed to ask that the unannreciated husband

die., lie did - of a heart attack,
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Before each seance one "christian" groun, led by an ex-minister,
begins with the Lord's :rayer, sets the tone for the exnerience with the
singing of "Have Thine Uem Vay, Lord,!" and nrenares for the visitation
of spirits with the song "In the Garden," because ﬁﬁéﬁfsay it has a
riessage about spnirit visitatione.

You can be sure of one thing - the closer we get tothe end of the age,
the more we will observe the increase of the Occult worshipe. Tiroth-
said: "In later times sone will denart fro.. the faith bv siving heed to
deceitful s»nirits and doctrines of demons."

I,

Let me discuss wery briefly the various forms of the occult. An
understanding of these forms can heln the Christian be altert and res»onsive
to the occult as it soreads abouhd him,

NOTE TO REME BER: The modern occult nmoverment is a do-it=yourself

religion. Whet.er it includes the study of horoscones or the worship of

BAtan, it is built on man's quest for completion and fulfillment, The
answers in the occult come not from Divine revelation but from hum n
speculation,

ASTRAL PROJECTION

This is the belief that the spirit can leave the body and travel to
other areas and other times and be free of the physical confinements of
ones body. Vhile traveling in their astral bodies, they believe that

they can even be transported back into a nrevious incarnatione.

ASTIOLOGY

This is the belief that with elaborate charts the life of & nerson
can be drawn and studied astrologicallr,. The believer in astrokogy is
convinced that he is functioning in conjunction with the nlanbts and stars.
The entire order of the universe guides his life., Thus we are influenced

Py the planets and stars just as the tide is inFfluenced by the moone

s -




Hany people are led astry by astrology because of the attitude of a
follower toward horoscopes is like the attitude of a christian to
discinleship. He wants to be one woth God; he wants to fulfill his
responsibilities and consciously be part of the universal purnose or plan,
So he seeks commic harmony, adjusting his life by his Bodiac chart, A
persons chart will give direction on how to be one with CGod, By being
fatthful to his chart, he will not be buffeted by natural or world events
and will live in harmony with God and the universe.

&; s Astrology has cantured the interest of many Christians who think that

w
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they ere following their Lérd nore closelys Arguing will not convince
tiiemn otherwise. A4 careful biblical ex»lanation of the true menaing of
the Lordshin» of Christ and a loving but firm stharing of the statements
of God found in Deut. 18:9-12, undergirded b Yy prayer cn hel» a pnerson
in astrology begin to see how faithful discinlehsin and astrology are

really going in opposite directionss.

BLACK AND VHITE MAGIC — (W) 7ehk e/

3lack magic is meant to bring harm to someone; and white magic is called
"good nagic." Magic is as old as man. This involves the use of charms,
speldsf iicantations to bring about a desired result on somecone or
something,

Tiii BLACK MASS

Extreme satanic worshipers, who have committed their lives and souls
to the Devil, practice the b lack mass. The ritual is the reverse of
tiie Roman Catholic l.ass, with adoration given not to God, but to Satan.
If wine and bread are used, thay are purnosely desecratede, The altar

is usually a young woman, nude, with the elementsserved on her body.



Extrasensory percention is the ability to nerceive beyond the
capabilities of the ordinary senses.
Page 56/ The Christian and the Yccult

MEDIUMS = Sniritualism

Mediums are psychies who claims to hear from denarted sonirits on "The
otier side of death." These mediums are the channels through whom concermed
peonle can receive information about denarted adoved ones. liediums
explain tlat they can hear the voice of someone on the other side because

people in the s»irit world are alive, but on a different »nlane or level,

SATAN . ORSHIP

The worsihin of Saban. Satan become lord and liaster.

WHY do neovple follow the occult or becone part of it? Two reasons -
flan is increasingly anprehensive about the future and his desire to
know what the future holds. (2) :ind the Bible nredicts an increase in

satanic activity as we a»nnroach thiend of the age.

The Stap, Pt Tix 2o Fomn

?TE3T?QF?R?PROPRRET

SUPEiNATURAL SIGHNS

God in his lord gives us several nrohecies which indicate that Sutan

o

will use supernatural nowers in the last days to deceive the neonle,

Consider two:

l. Redd 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10

2. Read Revelation 13:13-15

U s.—i- %@% Do i A de MW%;@MJ /l(/(,uat,‘?
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These miraculoug powers are scheduled for the tribulation veriod,
but they will start to take nlace before the tribulation., After all,
tie time of the greatest recorded demon activit: in history was Just prior
to and during the firs. coming of Christ to the earth. Does it not follow
taat Satan, the naster deceiver of men, will increase his activities
again just before the second coming of Christ? It seems to me, that the

increase in tiie Occult religion indiicates an increse in these activities,

Ot reini,
| TEST OF 4 PHOPHET

Since, "many false prohets are gone out fnto the world™ and because

we are told to "try the spirits", what are some simple rules to follow
whicin will help us to know the true from the false,

ls Does the spirit(or »erson renresenting the snirit) "confess that Jesus
T ———e

Christ is coue in the flesh?™(I John 1:2) Don't be deceived if spiritist
are nice, gracious, pious sounding folks; thev wouldn't deceive anyone if
tne were coarse, crude or rude., It is not what they say that is important,
but what they confess about Jesus Christ, S0 -- do not be deneived by
seriantics; know your Bible.,

You all nkwow that it is possible to use &lever words and sgy one thing

vihile meuning quite another. _For examnle, there is one groun of »eople

who say they believe in the virgin birth of Christ. Vhat do@ thev mean?
This particulery STOUD means that all peonle are virgin horn when thevare
born in the love of Gode Obviouslwy they do not believe in the physical
virgin birth of the H.T.

another groun say they believe in the resurrection of Jesus, hut they
rierely belicve that the Usnirit of Jeus"' rose egein and is in the vorid
today. That is not the bodily resurrection of thell.T.

But you see =~ naive Caristians fall for that line. In these Zast days
Ve st carefully test the snirits concerning their accentance of Jesus

Carist as the eternal God.
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fiessage, »rochecy, sicn, or nmiracle

TULN TC AND READ JOEN 16:13-1L
The Christian is less likely to be deceived if he understands one
thiang: there are two sources of swoernatural power -- divine and derwonic.,

ne existence of a niracle does not suarentee its ori; fron God. there

supernatural feats. Tou siould also understand thet Saten is = deceiver
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3e Does the erson erforming the sisn teo cl anvghing thet vialates the

cle.r teacnin s of the Vord of ;od? (Deut. 13:1-5)
Lells ns ftaat God sometimes tests us b pernitting o
false »nroohet to hove nower, to sae if e love the Lord 'rith 211 our
hearts, At times like tL.fs we wmust know md elieve tlie Jord of God,
If ever t .iere was a dav wlen God's peopls should read

3Ccr. bure it is

o ol 1y

taesse tests can hHe applisd to any Christiesns vhoe nts to 2void baing

v

cerried away by filse te chinze, And vou ccnn e sure of this: Cod's

M

staunderds end cormendnents never cianges and we have no r-leasea frore

L Fw

tiese commenduents just becouse e cre livin in a so colled ‘modern asge,.?

ik

fae mew lorelity™ is just the old irmoralit: thot hees nlasued nan since

47

the sons of God saw the daushters

K "
I

of nen that they vere fair, and thev took them wives of all 1hom they

chose' —=-way bacl in the book of (Genesis



It i 1 *

tine for God's neonle( vou end me) to stand u» =znd e counted,

02

To avoid(with a cleerp statement of wﬁy} lust, vice, s»iritiem, and
witclicraft,

IMuch of the intercst in witcheraft cnd astrology tolev is caused b
heart enptiness - a2 characteristic of those who do not lknow Jesus Christ.
Sowm people( good neople) are sincerely seeking direction through the
layers of the Occult foge They are des-erately seeking some source of
sunernatural guidances

il

This is why it is so iiportant for us to go and to seek out and to tell
thew of the love of Cod througii Jesus Christ our Lord. Jesus Christ is
the answers For 2000 years He haes been Billing the emptiness of neonles
lives. Christ is still in the saving business. And Christ is here
tonight offering to you the way of »eace and joy. iccent hin tonight.
"For whosoever shall call uron the neame of the Lord shall be saved”

Homans 10:13



